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Visual response
Number 4.
	Thomas and his family move to a new house and has to look for a new school as well where he is probably going to fit in. Charlie, Thomas’ brother is autistic and Thomas has the responsibility of keeping an eye on him. The life of the family seems to be challenging in nature and more so to the mother who is pregnant and at the same time her son autistic. The main storyline is the context of the “The Black Balloon” is largely concerned with how Thomas leaves with his autistic brother. Thomas cares about his brother but at the same time, is ashamed of him. As a teen, Thomas is conscious of his brother’s defects and want to protect his teenage social terms. On the other hand, Charlie’s illness and “mischief” becoming extreme and the family feels that he doesn’t belong to them. He is a disturbed young man and a burden to the family (Ebert, 2010).
Quotations 
Thomas: Dad, do you ever wish that Charlie was normal?
Simon: Yeah, at the start. I don’t think about it much any more. Charlie is Charlie.
Thomas: Yeah, don’t you think that it’s kinda unfair?
Simon: You mum reckons we got Charlie because we’re capable, we’re strong enough to deal with him.
Thomas: Do you believe that?
Simon: I don’t know. Your mum is, that’s for sure. All I know is that he’s my own, and you’re weak as piss you don’t look after your own
Rationale 
In this visual response, I decided to choose the quotations above which is a discussion between Thomas and his father concerning his autistic brother. Autism is a disorder that is characterized by abnormal dysfunction in communication both verbally and non-verbal.  From the dialogue, the father grows short-tempered and seems to be frustrated. This film addresses the appropriate interaction and social understanding. Charlie seems to make the family uncomfortable and more so to Thomas who has the responsibility of taking care of him. No matter how the family tries to make circles about Charlie’s condition, he remains to be a member of the family who needs great care from them. The parent’s unconditional love in their marriage should not be compromised by Charlie’s condition. The text shows how it is not easy for Charlie and this condition makes him infuriatingly hard to control (Ebert, 2010). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	I chose the quotation in order to get to the bottom of the issue facing the family. Charlie’s condition seems to be a concern to the family and makes them unsettled. The conversation also allows characterization of the family members. The conversation also brings in drama-comedy into the text, which captures emotions and the heightened problems in the family. This medium gets the audience into the family and the wrangles experienced in the family. The quotations are effective and realistic in describing the special needs that children have in the society and the challenges that they face in the family such as isolation and so forth. The medium brings out the effects of living with a relative who is disabled and the enormous responsibility that is given to the family to take care of the disabled. By using this medium, I wish to uncover the events and concerns of the family towards their member who is autistic. I used the quotations in form of a dialogue so as to enhance understanding of the real situation in the text. The focus in the text is also reinstated and the growing unruly behaviours of Thomas can be seen clearly.
	This text influences me in a number of ways. The key themes are very important in my understanding of the text. For example, identity, the fear of embarrassment, family differences, love, courage and strength. First, it confines me to a society whereby we have many people with different forms of disabilities. These individuals need care and concern from us. They don’t need ridicule and isolation, which makes the situation even worse. When the family, in general, takes the responsibility of taking care of them, they are happy, and they become an important item in the family. The strong family relationship should not be put at stake because someone is disabled rather made strong because of the love extended to the disabled person. As a family, we are not supposed to get angry at others just because they are disabled and making silly mistakes. It makes them have low self-esteem and develop further psychological issues. Instead, Charlie feels ignored and develops havoc. The same way people in society who are disabled will behave once they feel intimidated.
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