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Issues Associated with Literacy, Communication, and Language
Communication, language and literacy learning is expressed in a number of strands that include thinking, word recognition, use of language, texts and symbols, participating and contributing in discussions, relating to others and self-management.  These can be broken down into include speaking, listening, responding, drama, group discussion, reading and writing, word structure, word recognition, spelling, understanding texts, interpreting texts, punctuation, text structure, sentence structure and organization . This has not been attained to the full capacity in our era, with several gaps noted in the lives of our children and the millennials in our midst. It is a tragedy to realize that the basics communication, language and literacy has been lost due to lifestyles, globalization and busy schedules involving both parents and children.  While educators mean good for their students, the present age has presented numerous issues that challenge literacy, communication, and language. 
Educational centers designed to develop skills such as personal, emotional, intellectual and social in children. They are expected to breed thinkers, open-minded and knowledgeable children who are principled and caring in their lives. They would grow to become inquirers, risk takers and good communicators to enhance a balanced and reflective life of a child transiting to adults. Our era needs literate students and shows these skills: creativity, problem solving, analytical thinking, ethics, collaboration, responsibility, communication and accountability (Saracho, 302). Educators need to produce a breed that can devise effective solutions to the real problems in the world. This type of people can take initiative and enjoy the risk that comes with such big decisions. Creativity is an important skill on students to allow them  express themselves and their unique ideas in art, media, and inspiration. 
Parents and teachers, however, have occupied children’s time with lots of schedules that deny them the opportunity to develop their thinking and creative abilities. Quindlen in her article on “Doing Nothing is Something” observed that children are presently engaged in so many activities outside school at the expense of children playing and having free time for themselves. She addresses parents who keep their children’s vacation or weekend itinerary as busy as that of adults. American children are lined up for activities such as composing music, soccer leagues, tutoring classes and acting classes just to mention a few. These activities deprive the children their leisure time, free moments to think and also engage in creativity. The danger of this, she explains, is depriving children leisure and opportunities to think through the meaning of life. When children are left bored, they nurture their creativity skills and develop the ability to think outside the box but not always in a structured way.  She poses this challenge to parents and their teachers to let children enjoy their childhood and also get bored at some point. She poses a challenge to parents and educators to relief their children off these burdensome activities and allow children to get bored, nurture their creativity and get to think through life. 
Emergence of technology is one big issue that influences literacy, communication, and language. Technological environments have created a generation of children that are addicted to digital devices (Murnane, Isabel and Catherine, 7). They post, chat text, update and share stuff via digital devices. This has made it possible for students to remain engaged and attached to one another, even without their physical relations. Technology has enhanced globalization and the use of internet made communication very simple. This has made collaboration among students and their faculty very easy for the well-being of both parties. It is a challenge though, because most students have become lazy and shifted hard work to fabricating grades. 
Rojstaczer authored an article on “Grade inflation gone wild” after observing students’ performance over time. He is a former professor who served in the Duke University, and hence understands the students sphere at length. He is credited for creating the gradeinflation.com website and also writing many other articles related to higher education and grading.  He shares how dynamics in schools have shifted hard work that has been expressed in historic times to lazing around and yet performing. He cannot connect the dots of a student culture that encourages laziness and drunkenness and high performance. He talks about data collected in the past 6 years and then compares that with history of grades collected for 30 years ago. His observation and analysis do not match the character and conduct of the students in colleges and universities. 
The ethics of our students is questionable. Rojstaczer backs up his argument with data and long-term study of the contact of the students. He realizes that most students waste a lot of time in pleasure – drinking and partying- and that they rarely take time to study. This trend is common in most private universities, and has also slipped into public universities and colleges. Colleges and universities in US have recorded GPA as high as 3.0 and others higher than 3.2. This performance contradicts the actual performance and conduct of students. They do not sow hard work and yet reap good grades. The author challenges the present ages performance of most students, calling it inflation. The author presumes that the internet and collaboration have contributed towards fabricating grades instead of working hard to attain the grades. 
Communication is multi-faced, credit to digital era we living in. Millennials and the younger generation have a wide spectrum of mediums of communication, which include blogging, creating visual product, texting as well as face-t-face communication with others (Saracho, 300). The skill is required at personal and also professional levels, hence the need for responsible communication.  Effective communication is interpreted as responsible personal, online and global practices that create a better world for all to live in. This translates to respectful and diligent interactions founded on healthy cultures and belief systems. Educators and care givers have a responsibility to create awareness of internet safety and global awareness. They can then breed children that are selfless, caring and helpful to others towards making the world a better place to be. 
In conclusion, literacy, communication, and language is at stake in our present era because of the many issues affecting it. Technology has been cited as a big plus to acquisition of literacy and aid in communication but also a big obstacle to learning. Students in high schools and institutions of higher education have not technology to the detriment of their learning abilities. They get busy drinking and partying but still manage to fabricate grades with the help of technology. Care givers and parents have also had an hand in hindering literacy, communication, and language. They keep the children so busy during their vacations and weekends such that children live out their parents’ lives. Their ability to think, take risks, be creative and explore the world through mistakes and failures is bottled up.  This is dangerous to the children, parents and the future world that will not have creative thinkers and problem solvers. 
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