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The "Los Macheteros," translated to "the machete wielders," is an extremist group based in Puerto Rico. The group was founded in 1976 and is still active up to date. The present-day Los Macheteros is actively engaged in armed struggle and fighting for complete self-governance and independence from the USA. The group believes that Puerto Rica gained its independence from Spain. Her freedom nullified the Treaty of Paris that had given away Puerto Rica's island to the USA government. The group's founders believed that the USA government had exploited the island's resources on the scale of colonialism. Los Macheteros were convinced that it was their responsibility to defend their people’s cultural values and traditions against the USA's corruption.
Los Macheteros' ideologies can be compared to those of the Irish Republican Army, (IRA), whose goal was to remove Ireland from being part of the United Kingdom. The groups' ideologies can also be likened to those of the autonomous Basque region granted self-governance within the Spanish nation.
Over the years, Los Macheteros has been responsible for several attacks and criminal activities. In 1978, the group claimed responsibility for bombing a small power station in San Juan. In 1979, the group executed a well-coordinated reprisal assault against the US armed forces; they opened fire on unarmed US sailors killing two men and injuring eight others. Other notable criminal activities include the 1981 Muniz Air guard attack in which the group invaded the airbase and destroyed eleven planes, causing huge losses. Perhaps, the group's most memorable crime was the 1983 Wells Fargo bank robbery in which they stole 7.2 million dollars.
Los Macheteros mostly funded its activities using proceeds from their armed robberies. However, there have been claims that the Cuban government financed the group. Two former Cuban spies made these allegations.
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