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Ladder	
My workplace is a retail store that stocks products for display in shelves that arranged in distinct rows. The front store has a wide glass door that leads to the reception desk that has an accountant. The workplace has both metal and wooden ladders that are used based on the activity. Ladders are used in the store when the staff wants to clean cobwebs on the ceiling as well as placing items on top shelves. Ladders are also used for making repairs and painting the store during renovations. There are spaces between the rows, and the walls are made of ballast. There is metal roofing, and a ceiling is reinforced with steel, and the walls form a rectangular shaped structure. The floor is covered with ceramic tiles, and the windows have glass panes. The exterior layout has a veranda and few steps to be used by customers and staff. 
    	The office setting has adhered to the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) regulatory requirements since the ladders used are safety-compliant. The ladders used at my workplace have parallel cleats that are uniformly-spaced when positioned on the wall (1910 23 (b) (1)). Besides, the steps are not less than 10 inches from each other (1910.23 (b) (2)). Therefore, users can climb them with less difficulty. Wooden ladders in the store are coated with reinforcing material to prevent them from structural defects (1910. 23 (b) (5). The metal ones are made with materials that are corrosion-resistance (1910.23 (b) (6). Most of the ladders in good conditions and the ones that have punctures and laceration issues are put away in the store (1910.23 (b) (7)). The defective ladders are always marked “Dangerous” or “Do not Use” to prevent potential users from unnecessary physical injuries (1910.23 (b) (10)). I have noticed that staff using the ladder often faces the direction of the ladder to prevent themselves from toppling and falling to the ground (1910.23 (b) (11)). Apart from facing the ladder, the staff ensures that at least one hand grasp the ladder while climbing down or up (1910.23 (b) (12)).  
    	However, my workplace violates some safety compliance regulations since the ladders are not always used for the required purposes (1910.23 (b) (8). For example, some staff members use the ladders to climb on top of the roof to smoke cigarettes. Besides, we do not inspect our ladders in each work shift, and it makes the users vulnerable to injuries in case of structural defects (1910. 23 (b) (9)). The ladders are only put away when someone identifies a visible defect that might be life-threatening. 
    	Corrective actions can remedy the non-compliance to OSHA regulations. Usage of the ladder for wrong purposes can be corrected by training the employees on dangers. The staff members that use the ladders for wrongful purposes should be penalized to prevent the business from unnecessary liabilities.  Also, the staff members should always inspect the ladders at every shift to ensure that they are not defective. Therefore, faulty ladders should be put away or repaired. 
Summary
[bookmark: _GoBack]   	 In conclusion, the workplace has complied with OSHA’s regulations since the ladders have parallel cleats that are uniformly spaced. Also, the spacing of the steps is not less than 10 inches. Besides, wooden and metal ladders are made with materials that strengthen them. Ladders that have structural defects should be stored away or repaired. Defective ladders should be labeled appropriately. The users should face the direction of the ladder and ensure that they use at least one hand to grasp it. Most importantly the ladders should be used for the right purposes and inspected regularly.


Checklist
	Requirement
	Compliance
	No-Compliance

	Parallel cleats
	Yes
	

	Uniformly-spaced cleats
	Yes
	

	Spacing of steps not less than 10 inches
	Yes
	

	Appropriate material for wooden ladders
	Yes
	

	Appropriate material for metal ladders
	Yes
	

	Defective ladders put away or repaired
	Yes
	

	Proper labeling of defective ladders
	Yes
	

	Users facing the direction of the ladder
	Yes
	

	Users using at least one hand to grasp the ladder
	Yes
	

	Ladders used for the right purpose
	
	Yes

	Ladders inspected regularly
	
	Yes
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