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Choose ten of the following short answer questions to respond to. Your answers should each be one paragraph long (generally about 3-5 sentences) and written in your own words. Make sure to number your responses so it is clear which question you are answering. 

Do not copy and paste definitions or any part of your answer from internet sources. This is plagiarism and you will not receive credit for any part of any answer that has been flagged by Turn It In as not original (and is in fact unoriginal; Turn It In makes mistakes so I always check its sources). Obviously, if you are quoting from the story itself as part of your answer, that is fine.

1. Consider the repetition of the phrase “What did I know” in line 13 of Robert Hayden’s poem “Those Winter Sundays.” What is the effect of that repeated phrase? What does it tell us about the speaker?

2. Andrew Marvell’s “To His Coy Mistress” features a speaker who is making an argument. Briefly summarize that argument and evaluate how effective it is. Do you think it proved convincing to the person whom the speaker is addressing? 
a. 
3. What is the central conflict in Robert Frost’s “Home Burial”? What is Amy’s side of the argument? What is the husband’s side?
a. 
4. Wilfred Owen’s “Dulce et Decorum Est” also features a speaker who is making an argument. Briefly summarize that argument and evaluate how effective it is. Do you think it proved convincing to the person whom the speaker is addressing? 

5. Define the term “dramatic monologue” and explain how one of the poems we’ve read this semester fits the definition. 

6. Name the primary characteristics of a Shakespearean, or English, sonnet, and name one such sonnet we have read.

7. Name the primary characteristics of a Petrarchan, or Italian, sonnet, and name one such sonnet we have read. (Hint: We’ve only read one of these!)

8. How does Minnie Foster’s bird function as a symbol is Susan Glaspell’s Trifles? What is its significance?

9. Explain the significance of the title Trifles. In what ways does the ironic title of the play shape its meaning?

10. Define the term “tragic hero.” In August Wilson’s Fences, is Troy Maxson a tragic hero? Why or why not?

11. What is the nature of the conflict between Troy and Cory in Fences? Is it ever resolved? If so, how?

12. What is your favorite reading since the midterm and why? 
