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Criminal Justice
This course has changed my perspective about a lot of issues related to law, one of them being the view on capital punishment. Before I had a fixed mind about the death sentence and my view was based on the protection of human life; I argued that other ways could be used to penalize an individual no matter how gross the offense was. I have come to understand the reasons and arguments for and against capital punishment and realized that in some cases, one has to be deprived of his or her right to life to enhance morality in the society and to promote justice, given that some offenses are extremely gross that the only way to promote and serve justice for the victims of such offenses or their loved ones is to deprive the offenders of their right to life. If anything, the law is the law and no one should be above that (Bohm, 2016).
               Even though some people are wrongfully convicted and sometimes the judgment on their cases calls for capital punishment, the law should not be repealed in favor of the removal of capital punishment. In my view, the best practice has to be directed towards avoidance of false or wrong convictions. Many people are usually convicted for offenses they did not commit and that is based on various factors (Bohm, 2016). Therefore, the best approach is to first prevent a false conviction and ensure that proper investigation is done to determine if the accused is the right perpetrator of the offense, especially one that may involve capital punishment.
               Theoretical concepts like rehabilitation, deterrence, incapacitation, and restoration are all arguments the capital punishment. However humane and moral these arguments and concepts are towards doing away with the capital offense, the problem still lies on the approaches they give and the question of the right way to serve justice to capital offenders. In my view, once a proper investigation is done and the jury determines that one perpetrated, broke the law, committed a capital offense, the right approach and full force of the law should be induced and put to practice. There is no amount of morality, training, rehabilitation, or any argument approach that can take away the urge to seek justice and the kind of justice that will match the level of offense committed that calls for capital punishment.
               The three-strike law has one of the best sentences for repeated perpetrators (Tyler & Boeckmann, 2016). If one commits a felony more than once and the investigation points towards the same, the individual should be given a kind of punishment that is slightly more than the one given a first-time offender. First, such an individual should be viewed as an intentional offender and one who out-rightly does not respect the rule of law, and secondly, the individual should be considered a threat to society with an assumption that he or she might commit the same offenses over and over, increasing the number of victims and putting many at risk of his or her deeds. This is my view as a law-abiding citizen, and as a victim of such felonies, I would suggest more gross punishment for people who intentionally break the law repeatedly and expect the jury to be just to them and their conduct.
               Within society, there have been and still will be cases of juvenile mistakes and offenses. Despite the need to promote prevention and ensure that youths are in line, they are human beings just like adults and may fall short sometimes of their actions. Therefore, the response given to non-compliance regarding graduated sanctions should be channeled towards promoting behavior change and making the youth better people. One way of promoting both prevention and sanctions should be training the youth and giving them the knowledge of their future responsibilities in society. Given that many youths come from different backgrounds and experience other factors that may cause them to commit juvenile violence or crimes, much focus should be put on prevention, since the likelihood of occurrence is still high as a result of social class difference. Punishment should only be an option that is focused on when or if the change is not realized. No one should love punishment when ways of preventions can be formulated and put to practice. 
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