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Executive Summary
Senator Simon Paul Water for the World Act of 2014 is an important law that explains prior legislation regarding the funding, implementation, evaluation, and management of WASH programs in countries of strategic importance to the USA. The law defines critical aspects that would empower the implementation of the Water Act of 2005. Additionally, this law has health and economic implications for the beneficiary states. The importance of water in alleviating poverty, empowerment of women and youth, and the reduction in cases of disease outbreaks are the primary concerns of this bill. This goal is attained through the deployment and allocation of resources to ensure that the Act's distribution and implementation across foreign powers are possible. Alternatively, the passing of H.R. 2901 ensures that water funding is part of the foreign policy between the USA and its strategic partners.  



H.R. 2901 (113th): Senator Paul Simon Water for The World Act of 2014
Introduction
This Act was appended by the Obama government to strengthen the implementation of Senator Paul Simon Water for the Poor Act of 2005. This law ensured that the government could implement, leverage, monitor, and inspect water projects. These projects included those newly incorporated, those that were improved, and ensuring that water distribution is equitable with the improved distribution. Additionally, hygiene and sanitation are also important aspects of maintaining a tall order against threats to public health. The importance of water and sanitation for the American people is a priority for all. This law imposed the need for the American people to be the leading nation to provide water for the impoverished and poor communities worldwide. This law sought to amend the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 that would later incorporate Senator Paul Simon Water Act of 2005 to impose the USA's need to get involved in the water distribution projects all over the world in a bid to improve access to safer and cleaner water.   
History/Background
The Act was passed unanimously after WaterAid lobbied Congress members, 75 Non-governmental organizations, and faith-based organizations. The bill was to push for better accountability of the American funds' spending in the allocation of water, sanitation, and hygiene programs. The program targets individuals living in poverty without access to clean water and toilet facilities. The law also notes that the alleviation of poverty of these people and the geographical region is tied to access to clean water, toilets, and better public health.
The importance of the Senator Paul Simon Water for the World Act of 2014 was to ensure the equitable distribution of water across different parts of the world. Initially, the law passed in 2005 sought to ensure that foreign power allied to the USA would get funding to ensure the erection of new water projects while maintaining the existing supply points. Most importantly, this Act also insisted on the importance of sanitation and hygiene in any community. This legislation was in response to the 2.5 billion people who did not have access to clean water and proper toilet facilities. The legislation also indicates the importance of access to clean water in alleviating poverty, protecting women's and girls' rights, and ensuring better public health by preventing waterborne diseases.
· What problem or externality needed to be addressed? 
· Is this the most recent in a series of laws that address a specific issue?
The Water for the World Act of 2014 sought to ensure that access to clean and safe water was part and parcel of the American foreign relation plan. This law ensured that the United States government would ensure that foreign partners and states could access water and sanitation services. Most importantly, unlike the past legislations, the Water for the World Act of 2014 ensured that third world and developing countries had access to water, hygiene, and sanitation through funding projects through the USAID and WaterAid. The legislation sought to improve water distribution through:
a. They warrant that resources are allocated to countries with the highest number of poor people without access to clean water and sanitation.
b. Guaranteeing that the United States organizations working on all WASH (Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene) projects used the resources allocated to attain long-term objectives of the various projects.
c. They are verifying that WASH programs address children's survival, food security, gender equality and violence, and public health.
d.  They were ensuring that WASH programs are operated with transparency through honest reporting and auditing.  
· Why are we considering this legislation today or in the recent past? 
This legislation is important because it exemplifies how foreign policy goodwill should benefit the locals. Unlike the award of millions of dollars to despot government in Africa and other developing regions of the world, the Water for the World Act of 2014 ensures that individuals from poor communities are direct beneficiaries of the American goodwill. Most importantly, this legislation ensures that millions are direct beneficiaries of the WASH programs through funding through the Department of State, USAID, and partners like WaterAid. This law aims to ensure that all people in the world have access to WASH through funding programs in the various localities in poor communities. This legislation refined the language used in the past bills and laws regarding the source of funding, implementation, and evaluation of the WASH projects to ensure they attain sustainability.
Major Political Actors
The bill had 107 cosponsors, 12 original cosponsors, 36 Republicans, and 71 Democrats. The original cosponsors were:
· Rep. Poe, Ted [R-TX-2]
· Rep. Cole, Tom [R-OK-4] 
· Rep. Jones, Walter B., Jr. [R-NC-3]
· Rep. Ribble, Reid J. [R-WI-8]
· Rep. Rohrabacher, Dana [R-CA-48]
· Rep. Sensenbrenner, F. James, Jr. [R-WI-5] 
· Rep. Shimkus, John [R-IL-15]
· Rep. Smith, Christopher H. [R-NJ-4]
· Rep. Terry, Lee [R-NE-2] 
· Rep. Hanna, Richard L. [R-NY-22] 
· Rep. Schock, Aaron [R-IL-18]
· Rep. Edwards, Donna F. [D-MD-4]
The bill was passed unanimously by the Congress, Senate and would be appended by President Obama. Most importantly, the bill helps attenuate the previous laws like the Senator Paul Simon Water Act of 2005 and the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961. The main players in this legislation were the 12 cosponsors, WaterAid, the State Department, NGOs, and religious groups.
The empowerment of the foreign power states is hugely hinged on loan assistance and project funding. These projects are not only important for foreign relations but also for economic growth.  Firstly, offering project funding for the WASH program was essential in boosting the American goodwill and foreign relations in the world. Typically, China's emergence as a strong competitor on African business in exports and mining requires the USA to better its association with third-world counties. Nevertheless, this relationship is based upon inducements, such as WASH project funding and implementation. Alternatively, it is imperative to indicate that access to water will infer economic benefits to the people living in these poverty-stricken regions. Furthermore, most of the projects will be awarded to American companies that shall operate at the pleasure of the bureaus designated by USAID and the state department.
Major Lobbyists and Interest Groups
Global Poverty Project is one of the NGOs that was hugely involved in the passing of both bills of Water Act. The organization primes itself as an education and advocacy firm that encourages citizens' active participation in decisions that help in the alleviation of poverty. The call for support for the Water for the World Act of 2014 was pushed by organizations such as the Global Poverty Project through the public's mobilization to raise awareness on the issues of water scarcity, sanitation, and hygiene. Although this organization did not stand to benefit economically from its involvement in the legislative process, its successful mobilization of more than 53,000 Americans got the congress representatives' attention.
WaterAid is an international NGO concerned with the promotion, construction, management, and evaluations of WASH programs. The NGO started back in 1981 as a charitable office headquartered in London; the company would undertake its first water projects in Zambia and Sri Lanka. The WaterAid's involvement in the Water for the World Act of 2014 was primordial to its successful accession to law. As one of the forefront lobbyists for the equal distribution of water and sanitation services in the Third world nations, WaterAid understood the importance of this legislation. Typically, this law would allow foreign states to get full funding for long term WASH projects. Additionally, WaterAid participation is essentially important since it ensured that government appointees on the projects would get firsthand information about the various countries' water challenges. Furthermore, WaterAid also.
What happened to the legislation?
The Senator Simon Paul Water for the World Act of 2014 was first tabled as a bill designated as H.R. 2901. The bill was first introduced to the HouseHouse on August 1, 2013, by Mr. Blumenauer (the primary cosponsor) and 11 other congress representatives; namely: Mr. Poe of Texas, Mr. Cole, Mr. Jones, Mr. Ribble, Mr. Rohrabacher, Mr. Sensenbrenner, Mr. Shimkus, Mr. Smith of New Jersey, Mr. Terry, Mr. Hanna, Mr. Schock, and Ms. Edwards. These representatives indicated that the bill's primary role was to define the implementation and execution of the already existing Water Act of 2005 by defining how the allocation of resources would be undertaken and the WASH projects' evaluation to attain long-term sustainability.
On November 19, 2014, the H.R 2901 bill was passed to the business committee for further deliberations and discussions. On November 20, 2014, the business committed forwarded the bill to Congress, recommending further deliberations and engagement. Most importantly, it is imperative to state that 1 in 4 bills make it to this stage.  On December 8, 2014, the HouseHouse passed the bill forwarding to the Senate for additional consideration. The bill passed to the Senate for consideration was a much smaller document, from the initial 54 pages to 22 pages. It is important to note that the bill was passed unanimously, and there is no record of individual voting from both houses. The bill was passed in the Senate on December 15, 2014, and would get appended by President Obama on December 19, 2014.
Conclusion
The Senator Simon Paul Water for the World Act of 2014 is essential for the robust international relation with countries of strategic importance to the USA. The bill recognized the need for water and sanitation services in the struggle to alleviate poverty, empower women and youths, and in ensuring public health standards are maintained. The bill also ensured the USA government would be able to leverage, outsource, and designate resources to fund new water and sanitation facilities for the poorest communities in the world. Passing the Act empowered the State Department to mobilize resources through the USAID and any other government bureaus in ensuring that water facilities are not only constructed by also evaluated to ensure they meet their long-term objectives as a sustainable source of safe and clean water.   
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