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Preduce of the Gold-Fields.

Sie,—I am very happy to ohserve, in
to-day’s Jrgus, some hopes of the real
state of the gold-diggings heing at leagth
fairly represented. This will, | trust,
check the increase of the distress now,
and for some time past, witnessed amongst
the innumerable gold-seekers who kave
been induced to come to this colony, led
away by the high co'ored accounts of
“Qur own Correspondent,” &e., and for
which to a certain degree, the press is
morally responsible.

It is a notorious faet, and can be prov-
ed by fizures, that the gold-fields have
been gradunlly fal'ing off in the yield of
produce since October last. T'here were
at that ti ne about 80,000 persons, pro-
ducing upwards of 110,000 ounces week-
ly; whereas at the present moment up-
wards of 120,000 persons scarcely pro-
duce 85,000 ounces (!) weekly, and even
this amount is on the decline. Yet, in
the very face of these results, the gold-
fields are still represented in the most en-
cruraging manner, [ do not mean to say
that a few more discoveries may not be
made in different parts of the colony,
which may afford n profitab’e occupation
to o large number of’ industrious diggers
for many years to come; hut when we
consider the scattered, and very superfici-
al character of the gold-fields, the rapidity
of their exhuaustion, and the absenes of
any mines an which to il back, I do
[ miintain that there is nothing to justify
[ the extravagant estimates which have
| been, and are being, made of the ealent
nnd permanency of the metalic wealth of
this colony. Al the intellizent diggers,
and agents of the respective gobl-field
wil Lear out and confirm my views on
this point; and Lam sorey for the suke of
thousands who ware Linding here duily,
i that the truth has been so long concealed,
[ and now appears in all itsstartling nuked- 1
| ness, I wm, Sir,

i Yours respectfully.

| F.VAN HOPKINS.
I2nih June,

| P. S —The extravagance of the suc-
l cesstul diggers nre things of the past; great
|

prizes are getting searce, and in a very

short time these gold-fields will be brought

to the ardinary level of all gold-producing
| countries.—E. H.
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