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Linked-Verse Poem
Comments on Sogi
Verse 1
Begins the poem with the mention of an upcoming spring. Illustrates it using the fading mist in the mountain slopes.
Verse 4
Depicts spring in the waters at dawn. Links the sound of a boat being poled to the river breeze in the previous verse.
Verse 7
Relates the withering of grasses to the frost-carpeted meadows and fog-enshrouded fields in the previous two verses.
Verse 10
Sadness found in dwellings suddenly turned unfamiliar. Relates to the loneliness in villages so remote that weather changes reach them extremely late. 
Verse 13
Illustration of how some things pass away more quickly than others, especially those that people tend to cling to for their entire life. Links to the previous verse which out-rightly indicates that all things fade away. 


Verse 16
Depicts traveling towards an unspecified direction. Relates to the ending of the day in the previous verse.
Verse 19
Illustrates the many sleepless nights the traveler spent lying on grass. Connects the deepening of autumn to its depictions in form of moon in the previous verse.
Verse 22
The loneliness of old age. Links to the previous verse through the vanishing of friends without trace. 
Verse 24
When life is drawing to an end, songs can be the best consolation one can get. This verse begins with the word ‘they’ meaning it is in reference to the mentioned songs in the previous verse.
Verse 27
Life is a little bright as happens sometimes; there are ups and downs. In such bright moments, one is compelled to wait a little, brighten his or her hope. This verse connects to the previous verse through the depictions of spring.
Verse 30
Illustrations of the coming of autumn. Relates perfectly with the preceding verses that indicate the air of autumn.

Verse 33
Shows that the life he had lived, filled with hope, had come to an end. He had lost all hope. That life, is the woodcutter life indicated in the previous verse.
Verse 36
The feeling of missing the loved one who is gone remains in his heart for long and he wonders what it means. This feeling is related to the separation described in the preceding verse.
Verse 39
Changes the theme in a poetic style, depicting the falling of an ancient city. Relates to the grief of losing an extremely charming loved one.
Verse 42
Eventually, the death of his mother and the life she spent with him may not be as vivid as they are at the moment. Relates to the imagery of the recently dead mother mentioned in the previous verse.
Verse 45
The tears symbolize the pain of separation which will last until the two of them meet. The meeting relates to the journey he and others are embarking on, following the Buddha’s Law.
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Verse 48
As he watched from the mountain, all he could see was the moon. Links the loneliness to the one depicted by the weed-grown house and the chirping cricket to whose sound no one listens in the previous verse.
Succeeding Lines
Sogi
Villagers respond,
I slowly drift my lazed feet,
Past blossoming meadows.
Socho
Listen to the sound of brooks,
A morning spring bird chirping,
Shohaku
Does it ever grief?
When the bright rays are no more,
If only spring remained forever.
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