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Lockdown Analysis.
Lockdown presents the story of Reese, a young boy whose life is surrounded by violence, prejudice and sadness. The challenges in his life eventually land him in Progress, a juvenile prison. Even in prison, some of the problems he left in the streets follow him. The author uses Reese to develop the characters, the plot and the style. Through him, the author develops the theme of violence, racism, hopes and dreams, prejudice and criminality. 
We meet the protagonist; he is in jail because he stole prescription pads. He is presented as a hardworking person. People like him because he is hardworking. We meet him working at Evergreen. The residents are rude to him, but he ignores them and does his shift as instructed by his seniors. He respects his job because he thinks it's an upgrade, which better than being in Progress (Myers 7). Reese is sympathetic and brave. He decides to take a beating for Toon. He fights Toon's fights for him because he doesn't want Toon to be used as a punching bag. He is courageous because he manages to overcome his despair when he is put in a confinement cell. He is a determined person, and that's why he receives great reviews from his co-workers. Even if things don't work out at first, he doesn't give up and gets out, as the epilogue shows. 
The author develops the theme of criminality and centres the story on the theme. Most of the people surrounding Reese since he was young are criminals with weird motivations. It's ironic that most of the people in Reese's life are criminals and never get punished for it when she is serving a sentence for a crime he did not commit. For instance, Mr Pugh is an active criminal who never worries about getting caught (Myers 4). The people he is living with might be criminals, but they try to lead normal lives. Reese is brought up by a father who commits criminal activities, because if he can beat Reese, then he seems to be daring enough. The cops assume a criminal role when they pin Reese with a murder he didn't commit. The rate of criminality is so high that Reese describes Progress as a magnet that pulls people back. When Reese is treated like a criminal, he gets into a lot of trouble. When he isn't treated like a criminal, he behaves himself and changes his behaviour. Thus, maybe most of them come back to jail because they will be treated as criminals and they love it. 
The society developed in Lockdown is full of violence, which makes the theme of violence evident. Reese is exposed to violence at a young age. His father is very violent and never helps Reese to know what it means to be gentle. His life is surrounded by violence. In the streets where he lives people are nothing but violent. When he goes to jail, he meets more violence and has to learn how to support himself and fight his battles. Reese is affected by violence till he says he hates violence, though violence follows him wherever he goes. It seems this community cannot escape from violence (Roos34). No one in this society gets paid for being violent. Even when the old tell stories, they are full of violence, like Mr Hooft whose life as a young man was surrounded by World War II's violence. 
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