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American Citizens Have an Obligation to Be Politically Active in Times of Injustice

While political obligation entails a moral responsibility to adhere to the laws of their nation or state, there is an apparent paradox at the American character’s nature: even though America is a laws republic, it is well-known for its civil disobedience long tradition. As the most renowned civil disobedience advocate, Martin Luther King, Jr., maintained that civil disobedience should not be seen as a phenomenon inferring lawlessness but rather as a higher lawfulness form that is intended to make man-made/positive law conform with the divine/natural law (higher law). Conversely, Luther consents with the fact that civil disobedience in its theoretical base remains complicated, not to mention that practically, it is quite problematic. In this respect, through the first free and constitutional government principles, civil disobedience is justified on special occasions, though it may pose a danger to the rule of law. Substantially, this rightful disobedience practice has over the years enthused protests of diverse sorts in America. It is an idea that through substantial modifications has acquired respect and legitimacy in America and even around the globe as people have come to realize that organized disobedience is not only rightful and even lawful (in a higher sense), but it is also civil. Therefore, as will be noted in this essay, Americans have an obligation to be politically active during injustice times since this aspect has the potential to mound a popular rebellion against any form of injustice even while remaining in conformity with civility requirements together with social stability. 
Abundantly, in times of injustice, the American citizens need to be politically active; aptly embracing the idea of civil disobedience presented by Martin Luther King, Jr. In essence, this idea embodies an enthralling morality and efficacy connection; a content ethical ends bond, to ethical means in the quest for political and/or social reform. Thus, Americans do not need to be afraid in engaging in civil disobedience since as per King’s reasoning, the rule of law necessitates the legitimacy of this idea; an aspect corroborating the first principles of America. Martin Luther King, Jr., supports this idea by stating in the “Letter from Birmingham Jail,” that the civil disobedience’s practitioner does not aim at disregarding or devaluing the rule of law, but he/she expresses the highest respect for the law (258). Subtly, the coexisting Americans devotion to law alongside the persistence on a right contravene unjust laws implies that there is a prolific strain in their principles, integral in their foundational rule of law idea.
Again, it is significant for Americans to remain politically active to fight injustice; embracing civil disobedience as a higher lawfulness form. Drawing upon the American’s higher-law culture as well as the western political thought, as per King, a specific statute has to conform with justice principles in order for this ordinance to become a law in the correct manner (257). In this respect, any positive/man-made law has to line with the higher law (natural/divine law); it can never be binding as law in case it conflicts with the natural or divine law as quoted by King, “An unjust law is no law at all,” while affirming that it is not only a right but also a moral duty disobeying such measure as he goes ahead to state, “[O]ne has a moral responsibility to disobeying unjust laws” (257). King did not take the manifold objections from the clergymen and others since he was aware of the dangers that could come up following an unreasonably permissive justification. As a consequence, he not only overruled any form of disobedience that “would lead to anarchy,” but also expounded his own exercise on grounds supporting a sincere intention of either negating or curtailing any form of anarchic effects (258).
Evidently, the American citizens need to engage in this phenomenon for the right reason, which is the primary and most significant condition as suggested King. In this regard, American civil disobedience practitioners need to make a proper judgment when it comes to the identification of unjust laws as the disobedience justification. Here, King firmly discards the lawful positivism he had unfairly credited to his debaters by stating that, “We can never forget that everything Adolf Hitler did in Germany was ‘legal’ and everything the Hungarian freedom fighters did in Hungary was ‘illegal’... I had hoped that the white moderate would understand that law and order exist for the purpose of establishing justice,” (258). Thus, just like King, Americans need to understand that justice is patent in a natural/divine law, which remains handy for human reason.
The right spirit is another regulating condition that mandates the Americans to be politically active during the times of injustice; a feature implying that any form of civil disobedience has to express a suitable respect for the law. The Americans’ political activity has to express a respect for rule of law as an obligatory and even fundamentally delicate tool of human governance. Logically, civil disobedience can be practiced only when there is a burning need and only with the aim of revolutionizing human law that is unjust. For instance, in his “Letter from Birmingham Jail,” King asserts that the American racism history had already met and even exceeded the criteria of abolishing an unjust law through the so-termed as ‘necessity’ and after ‘patient sufferance,’ by quoting, “We have waited for more than 340 years for our constitutional and God-given rights” (256).  
Suffice to say, the American citizens have the duty to be politically active at any time of injustice. Currently, in the life of the American public, the ostensibly civil disobedience practice is turning progressively normalized as its proper basis and tactics alongside objectives remain subject to misperception. Nevertheless, just like Martin Luther King, Jr., postulated in the Letter from Birmingham Jail, Americans, as a civil disobedience prerequisite, should bear in mind that the practitioner of this idea has to have a unique set of dutifully grounded moral merits such as a strong obligation to a higher form of law. Again, they should believe that any form of suffering in that law’s service may be liberating for them and society in general. It is evident that this idea has substantial and resounding success due to its major objectives of law reformation alongside the solidification of the moral community bonds characterized by the direct-action protests instated by King.    
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