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[bookmark: _GoBack]Should Marijuana be legalized?
The debate on the legalization of marijuana has created an intense discussion and highlighting critical opinions on what different groups of members of society think about marijuana use in the United States. While some states have already gone ahead to legalize the use of marijuana for recreational and medicinal use, Yu et al. insists that the legalization of marijuana would further increase the problem of drug abuse, especially among youths and teenagers (2). This essay is of the opinion that marijuana should be legalized. All the states in the U.S. should legalize marijuana for medicinal, recreational, and its potential economic benefits.
First, Marijuana should be legalized for the medicinal reasons and benefits associated with the plant. Scientists have determined the medicinal benefits associated with marijuana over the years and it is associated with cost-effective treatment. According to Bridgeman et al., proponents of medicinal marijuana use have argued that it is relatively safe and the process of treatment with marijuana is self-titratable by the patient (182). Kim et al points out that marijuana has been found to be effective in controlling and helping manage some of the chronic conditions that may be very costly to the patient including Alzheimer’s disease (225). Therefore, it should be legalized to allow people with these conditions to access cost-effective treatments.
Secondly, marijuana should be legalized for recreational use. According to Pacula & Rosanna many of the states that have legalized marijuana have done so for two main reasons, medicinal use and recreational purpose (397). States like Oregon, Colorado, Washington, Alaska, and the District of Columbia have legalized marijuana (397). Some other states that have not yet legalized marijuana have moved towards the path taken by the above states including moving away from a strict prohibition of marijuana use (Pacula & Rosanna 399). Concerns have emerged on whether the legalization of marijuana would be controlled or it will get out of hand. According to Yu et al. marijuana is the most commonly used illicit drug in the U.S. even in the states where it is prohibited (156). This demonstrates that even with the current prohibitions, marijuana is still widely used for recreational purposes across the United States.
Lastly, marijuana should be legalized because of its potential economic benefits. Pacula and Rosanna argue that states that have passed the legalization of marijuana have been influenced by various factors including the need to expand on their constrained budget (399). Zvonarev et al indicates that strained state budgets have forced them to look for alternative means of getting revenue (1). The legalization of marijuana will be the most effective way to ensure that taxes that are missed from the illegal trafficking of marijuana are captured by the government.
 Marijuana is an addictive and its legalization will result in the increased dependence on the drug. According to Bonnet and Preuss, many of the heavy users who have stopped using the drug have suffered withdrawal symptoms such anxiety, chill, depression, insomnia and stomach pain (10). It also ascertains that as many as four million Americans meet the diagnostic criteria for a marijuana use disorder such as dependence, addiction or abuse. This is very dangerous for a society that wants to legalize the drug; addiction causes dependence which will lead increased violence and crime rate (Berenson 89). Many users of the drug are unemployed thus in several occasions they will involve themselves crime to get money to buy the drug (Zhang et al 203). Thus, legalizing marijuana will not increase dependence on the drug but also increase the rate of crime in the street. 
In conclusion, the debate on the legalization of marijuana is not only contentious but also widely politicized. There are serious implications of the move to legalize marijuana, but the potential benefits may outweigh the bad if proper control measures are put in place to limit its misuse and exposure to young people, especially teenagers. Problems with marijuana abuse will always be there as long as the illicit trade on marijuana continues. However, this does not mean that the government cannot get the reach the benefits associated with marijuana.  
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