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Should Marijuana be legalized?
Marijuana falls among the most widely utilized illegal drugs in the United States. The significant increase in the usage of this drug has raised many concerns on whether marijuana should be legalized. Furthermore, the debate on the legalization of marijuana has created an intense discussion and highlighting critical opinions on what different groups of members of society think about marijuana use in the United States. While some states have already gone ahead to legalize the use of marijuana for recreational and medicinal use, Yu et al. insist that the legalization of marijuana would further increase the problem of drug abuse, especially among youths and teenagers (2). The essence of these authors’ argument is that the legalization of marijuana exposes youths and adolescents to the uncontrolled utilization of this drug. However, weighing the advantages and disadvantages of legalizing marijuana, the advantages are much more than its drawback. Therefore, “does legalizing marijuana due to its medicinal, recreational, and potential economic benefits based on the Rohrabacher Farr amendment breach the federal law against substance abuse based on the Controlled Substance Act 1970?”, certainly not, thus, all states in the United States should legalize marijuana due to it medicinal, recreational, and potential economic benefits.
First, all states in the United States should legalized marijuana for the medicinal reasons and benefits associated with the plant because scientists have determined the medicinal benefits associated with marijuana over the years, and it is associated with cost-effective treatment. According to Bridgeman et al., proponents of medicinal marijuana use have argued that marijuana is relatively safe, and the process of treatment with marijuana is self-titratable by the patient (182). In other words, the authors advocate for the use of chemicals extracted from the marijuana plant to be used in treating various conditions or diseases. Moreover, Kim et al. point out that marijuana has been found to be effective in controlling and helping manage some of the chronic conditions that may be very costly to the patient, including Alzheimer’s disease (225). In making this comment, the authors urge the government to consider legalizing the use of marijuana and help reduce the cost incurred during the conventional management of Alzheimer's disease. Therefore, marijuana should be legalized to allow people with these conditions to access cost-effective treatments.
Secondly, all states in the United States should legalize marijuana for recreational use as it makes the users achieve euphoria or feel "high" and relaxed. According to Pacula & Rosanna, many states that have legalized marijuana have done so for two main reasons, medicinal use and recreational purpose (397). The essence of these authors’ argument is that States like Oregon, Colorado, Washington, Alaska, and the District of Columbia have realized the recreational value of marijuana and legalized it (397). Some other states that have not yet legalized marijuana have moved towards the path taken by the above states, including moving away from a strict prohibition of marijuana use (Pacula & Rosanna 399). Concerns have emerged on whether the legalization of marijuana would be controlled or it will get out of hand. According to Yu et al., marijuana is the most commonly used illicit drug in the U.S., even in the states where it is prohibited (156). In other words, these authors believe that even with the current prohibitions, marijuana is still widely used for recreational purposes across the United States.
Lastly, all states in the United States should legalize marijuana because of its potential economic benefits as it is commercially available and will help enhance tax revenues and increase investments and employment opportunities. Pacula and Rosanna argue that states that have passed the legalization of marijuana have been influenced by various factors, including the need to expand on their constrained budget (399). The essence of this argument is that the authors are trying to explore how legalizing marijuana will help various states in the U.S find alternative sources of revenue. Zvonarev et al. indicate that strained state budgets have forced them to look for alternative means of getting revenue (1). In making this comment, the authors urge citizens to come together and support the legalization of marijuana as the authors believe that legalization of marijuana will be the most effective way to ensure that the government captures taxes that are missed from the illegal trafficking of marijuana.
 However, marijuana is an addictive substance, and its legalization will increase the drug's increased dependence. According to Bonnet and Preuss, many heavy users who have stopped using the drug have suffered withdrawal symptoms such as anxiety, chill, depression, insomnia, and stomach pain (10). The essence of this argument is to emphasize the severe side effects elicited in individuals abusing marijuana. Their study also ascertains that as many as four million Americans meet the diagnostic criteria for a marijuana use disorder such as dependence, addiction, or abuse. These disorders are hazardous for a society that wants to legalize the drug; addiction causes dependence, leading to increased violence and crime rate (Berenson 89). Many drug users are unemployed; thus, on several occasions, they will involve themselves in crime to get money to buy the drug (Zhang et al 203). Thus, legalizing marijuana will increase dependence on the drug and increase the rate of crime in the street. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, the debate on the legalization of marijuana is not only contentious but also widely politicized. There are profound implications of the move to legalize marijuana, but the potential benefits may outweigh the bad if proper control measures are put in place to limit its misuse and exposure to young people, especially teenagers. Therefore, the government of various states in the United States should take it as its responsibility to create awareness about the medicinal, recreational, and potential economic benefits of marijuana and take a step further to legalize the drug so that people can enjoy these benefits. Moreover, the problems with marijuana abuse will always be there as long as the illicit trade on marijuana continues; thus, legalizing will eliminate these problems and help everyone embrace the importance of utilizing this drug for its rightful purpose.




Works Cited
Berenson, Alex. "Marijuana is more dangerous than you think." Journal of Missouri Medicine 116.2 (2019): 88-89.
Bridgeman, Mary Barna, and Daniel T. Abazia. "Medicinal cannabis: history, pharmacology, and implications for the acute care setting." Pharmacy and Therapeutics 42.3 (2017): 180.
Bonnet, Udo and Ulrich W Preuss. "The cannabis withdrawal syndrome: current insights." Substance Abuse and Rehabilitation 8 (2017): 9-37.
Kim, Seok Hee, et al. "A review on studies of marijuana for Alzheimer's disease-focusing on CBD, THC." Journal of Pharmacopuncture 22.4 (2019): 225-230.
Pacula, Rosalie Liccardo, and Rosanna Smart. "Medical marijuana and marijuana legalization." Annual review of clinical psychology 13 (2017): 397-419.
Yu, Bin, Xinguang Chen, Xiangfan Chen, and Hong Yan. "Marijuana legalization and historical trends in marijuana use among US residents aged 12–25: results from the 1979–2016 National Survey on drug use and health." BMC public health 20. 1 (2020): 156.
Zhang, Chenshu, et al. "Trajectories of marijuana use from adolescence to adulthood as predictors of unemployment status in the early forties." American Journal of Addiction 25.3 (2016): 203-209.
Zvonarev, Valeriy, Tolulope Fatuki and Polina Tregubenko. "The public health concerns of marijuana legalization: An overview of current trends." Cureus 11.9 (2019): 1-37.
