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Introduction
Though it is illegal Federal and prohibited by several states, the use of marijuana still tops the list of the widely used illegal substances in the United States of America (SAMHSA, 2014). This is despite the fact that the country has allocated huge resources towards fighting the use of marijuana in law enforcement, thus filling up the already capacity-constrained prison system and courts. Since 1937, marijuana was federally outlawed in the country, and it remained criminalized in states until 1937, when the state of Oregon decriminalized the minor possession of the drug. The state reduced the offense of possessing the drug from a crime to a violation. With the way paved by the state of Oregon, soon, other states followed suit. The state of California allowed its use for therapeutic purposes and legalizing its use for patients with certain medical conditions. Currently, 25 states and Washington DC have allowed the use of marijuana for various medical conditions, while 18 states have decriminalized its use. The states of Colorado, Alaska, Washington, DC, and Oregon are today the only states where the use of marijuana has been legalized for recreational purposes (Pacula and Rosanna, 2017). Since this happened in 2012, not much research has been done on the consequences of policy change.
Marijuana use has been reported to have medicinal importance that have helped treat nausea, chronic pain, epilepsy, vomiting, glaucoma, and multiple sclerosis (Pacula and Rosanna, 2017). For recreational purposes, marijuana use has helped induce introspection, stress reduction, relaxation, reflection and relaxation. Increased euphoria, socialization, and general enjoyment of life and activities have also been attached to drug use as far as recreational purposes are concerned. The negative effects of the drug are that it increases impaired memory, coordination, and judgment, increases the likelihood of one indulging in promiscuous behaviors and increased risk while driving. The increased use of marijuana among adolescents has been correlated with lower grades, lower educational and vocational goals, and increased school drop-out rates. Many seeking treatments for the disorder are aged 25 and below. Low parental monitoring, peer pressure, and prior drug use have been associated with the increased use of marijuana in colleges. In Colorado, studies have shown that in both adolescents and adults over 26 years, there has been a decrease in the perceived risk of marijuana use. The higher-than-average use of marijuana in Colorado results from the legality of its use for both recreational and medicinal purposes. The acceptance culture has seen an increase in college applications of students wanting to attend college in Colorado’s universities. Individual factors such as personality trait of sensation seeking has been linked to the increased use of marijuana among students across the US (Hopfer, 2015). Sensation seeking can be analyzed in terms of experience seeking and risk-seeking, and these two aspects clearly define why many, especially students, engage in the use of marijuana. Besides sensation seeking, sexual orientation is also another influencing factor in the use of marijuana. Sexual orientation can either be heterosexual, bisexual, or homosexual. Therefore, this study will assess how marijuana use is impacted by legalization and individual factors.
Hypotheses
Several hypotheses have been made based on past research. First is that the legalization of marijuana would see its use among college students rise. Broken down based on age, I hypothesize that no statistical change will be shown by the underage students; the over-age students on other hand will show a significant increase in the use of marijuana. On the facets of sensation seeking, risk and experience seeking would moderate the relation between drug use and age. Experience seeking would be related to increased marijuana initiation among those above 21 years after legalization, but for those under 21, it would not be a significant predictor of use. For risk-seeking, no considerable change would be witnessed after the legalization of marijuana but it would be a significant predictor of use in underage students. Sexual orientation would have a moderating effect on marijuana use. Although a quadratic relation would be maintained generally, there would be significant differences in marijuana use before legalization between heterosexuals and homosexuals. After legalization, there would be no significant difference between the two groups.
Literature Review
Harms and Benefits of Marijuana Use
Harms
As an addictive drug, legalizing marijuana would result in the increase on its dependence. Withdrawal symptoms such as insomnia, chill, stomach pain, anxiety and depression have been associated with many heavy marijuana users who stopped using the drug (Bonnet and Preuss, 2017). The study also did point out that four million Americans meet the diagnostic criteria for a marijuana use disorder which is very dangerous for a society that wants to legalize the drug. Dependence is a result of addiction which leads to increased violence and crime rate. Many drug users always involve themselves in crime since they are unemployed or lack money to buy drugs (Zhang, 2016). Volkow points out that the use of marijuana is correlated with lower grades, delinquency, lower educational and vocational goals, and high rates of school drop-out (Volkow et al., 2014). The legalization of marijuana, especially for recreational purposes, will harm society than help.
Benefits
Marijuana has been implicated to be useful in treating various conditions and diseases. Over the years, the study on medicinal benefits associated with marijuana and its cost-effectiveness have been determined. Bridgeman et al. remarked that proponents of for the drug use for medicinal purpose have indicated that it is relatively safe (Bridgeman and Abazia, 2017). In controlling and managing chronic conditions such as multiple sclerosis, Alzheimer’s diseases and epilepsy, Kim et al. points out that marijuana has been effective (Kim et al., 2019). Thus, due to its cost-effectiveness treatment, many have voiced their support for its legalization.
Individual Factors
Sensation seeking and sexual orientation are key areas that result in an individual either indulging and abusing marijuana or abstaining.
Sensation Seeking
According to Zuckerman, sensation-seeking, which is the main factor that has led to the increased prevalence of marijuana use, the engagement in many health risk behaviors have been linked to it. Many of those who are likely to move from legal to illegal drug use, especially marijuana, were sensation-seeking individuals (Zuckerman, 2017). Sensation seeking can be broken down into two subcomponents: experience seeking and risk-seeking. The desire for novel sensations and experiences is regarded as experience seeking. Risk seeking explains an individual’s desire to indulge in illegal, dangerous, or misdemeanor activities. Even though these components of sensation can moderate the use of marijuana, its legalization will influence each of them differently.
Sexual Orientation
Based on sexual orientation, an individual can either be heterosexual, gays, or bisexual, and studies indicate that it has influenced the use of marijuana. They indicate that sexual orientation has a moderating effect on the use of marijuana and that bisexuals are more likely to use marijuana than those who identify as gays or heterosexuals. Some findings also showed high marijuana consumption among gay men than heterosexual men. Though inconsistent, consistent quadratic relation exists between the use of marijuana and sexual orientation. The study indicates that bisexuals and gays use of marijuana is high since they are usually more open to experiences. Discrimination, anxiety, coping with emotions related to confusion is difficult, homophobia, and associated depression and anxiety also result in increased drug use. The emotional aspect is very much pronounced in bisexuals since they may face biphobia from both heterosexuals and gays. Although these individual and social factors exist today, even with marijuana being illegal, legalizing it will change the relationship between sexual orientation and its use.
Methodology
This section will be focused on how the data will be collected and be analyzed.
Research Design
The study will incorporate the use of both qualitative and quantitative approaches since they provide a deeper look at the data that will be collected. The research’s adoption will be based on William’s claim that to better understand a problem that has an impact on human behavior then the use of qualitative methods is essential.
Data collection
The data will be collected through questionnaires that will be filled either online or in a computer lab using a personal computer. In these avenues of data collection, privacy will be esteemed to help make the participants comfortable thus enabling them respond to the questions effectively.
Study Population
The target population for the study will be undergraduate students scattered across the different colleges in the state of Colorado. The study’s target population will be students between the age of 18 to 58. The technique involved will be random technique after which sampling will be initiated to identify the target population.
Inclusion and Exclusion
Though the focus will be on undergraduate students aged between 18 to 58 years, to reduce the number further of the participants and ease the factfinding mission, the inclusion and exclusion criteria will be used. As such, the study will only include those students who have had an encounter with people who are addicted to marijuana and those using the drug.
Variables
Dependent (Outcome) and Independent variables
The study’s dependent variable is the impact that legalization will have on the use of marijuana while the independent variables will include the individual factors such as experience seeking and risk seeking and sexual orientation.
Data Processing, Analysis and Presentation
The participant’s use of marijuana will be assessed by self-report as part of the Risky Behavior inventory (RBI) included in the questionnaire. Participants’ data that failed to include a completed Sensation Seeking Personality Type (SSPT), and relevant RBI sections will not be included in the analysis. Missing Completely at Random (MCAR) test will be of assistance in the determination of any statistically significance differences exist between missing data and those fully completed responses. Pearson’s X2 test will explore the relation of underage and of-age marijuana use in college students before and after legalization in Colorado. Negative binomial regression will help in determining the moderating effects of sensation seeking and sexual orientations. The data will be summarized and presented in form of frequency tables, percentages, proportions and figures (bar charts and pie charts).
Authorization
Permission to conduct the study will be sought from different administrative authorities of the colleges where data will be collected. The respondent’s confidentiality will be treated with a lot of esteem with regard to protecting the information. No names and personal information will be required in the questionnaire and measures to ensure no coercion of undue influence thus enabling the audience to provide fair responses.
Conclusion
The debate on the need to legalize marijuana is increasingly gaining momentum across different states that are yet to legalize marijuana for recreational purposes. Inasmuch as that is the case, marijuana use has been very much inclined towards abuse that has made many opposing its legalization have a voice. Issues of violence, increased rates of school dropout, falling grades, and people involving in promiscuous activities have primarily been attributed to marijuana that is yet to be legalized federally. Though it may look that way, many fails to understand what causes an individual to abuse marijuana. Issues relating to individual factors need to be addressed in society to help cope with life before marijuana is legalized, which may happen very soon.
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