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Major Baseball League Over other Sports Organisations
Organizations tend to bring sanity in activities, for instance, sporting. The sporting industry is perhaps the fastest-growing sector in the world. There has been growing interest in the field. The number of people looking forward to establishing a career in sports is increasing over time. Baseball is one such sport. Major League Baseball is one of the major professional baseball organizations in the US. The league is organized into 3 divisions. Some of the main considerations made when assessing a sport’s league are the policies of the game and the competitive balance (Pawlowski, and Nalbantis, 2019).Major League Baseball operates on a set of regulations otherwise referred to as MLB rules.
People do different sporting activities to keep fit, for entertainment and to sustain themselves as professionals. There are many sporting activities and the professional ones are governed by organized national organizations and different organizations are manning and managing the sports.  The sporting activities include aerobics, fitness or gym activities, swimming or diving, cycling, jogging or running, golf, tennis, netball. The main professional sports include baseball, basketball, football, hockey, swimming, and the Olympics (Bennett, Henson and Zhang, 2003). Sports are done mostly for entertainment and money. Major sports have sponsors who sponsor the games. Some people have committed their lives and majored in sports- they therefore live and eat sports. In this, they looked for careers in sports. Recently there has been a degree program being offered in sports management. Sports management has job offers such as the athletic coach, the contract administrator, event coordinator, financial analyst, fitness manager, marketing consultant, operation manager, and public relations manager, athletics administrator. The sports industry is growing rapidly and involving many aspects of life (Williams, 2019). . There is a revolution in the communication industry through social media, therefore, raising the need for a marketing manager. Since the revolution of social media, the fans have shifted and preferring to stay in touch with the players and communicating on one in the platforms (Abeza, O’Reilly and Seguin, 2019). There is a need for the financial management of the players’ hence financial advisors. There is a need for governance in the organization that conducts sports. Therefore there is a need for the sports organization to set regulatory rules to maintain order.
Every sporting activity needs management to bring into sync all the activities of the organization to achieve the desired result. Professional sports are organized and structured into teams’ and clubs and eventually kept under the umbrella of the organization (Forster, 2006). Sports organizations are at national and international levels. The National based sports organizations govern the sports within the country while the international sports organization governs the sports organization worldwide.  Sports organization is a regulatory body that governs the sports (Chelladurai, 1980). These sanctioning bodies come in various forms and have different policies and rules on matters concerning sports. They decide on what happens when a rule is broken or infringed. There are many of these governing bodies depending on what type of sport is. This paper will major on the Major League Baseball, National Football League, National Basketball League, and National Hockey League. These are sports organization and they have similar principles and also have differences in the way they govern.
Major League Baseball is a professional baseball organization having a total of 30 teams. 15 teams play in the National League and the others play in the American League (Marcano, and Fidler, 1999). The MLB counts as the oldest main professional sports league in the United States and Canada. The NL and then AL were created as separate entities. They cooperated since their inception though they worked separately since the beginning of the 20th century and merged in the year 2000; the beginning of the 21st Century and was then headed by the Commissioner of Baseball. The organization has various functions which include overseeing the Minor League Baseball. The Minor leagues consist of 256 teams that are associated with smaller clubs. Before there was an all-professional team founded, some teams paid the players in secret and there were confusion and rivalry between the leagues and teams. The sports era before 1920 was not successful and characterized by the confusion which led to players not hitting a home run. It is a period described as a dead-ball era. The baseball survived conspiracy known as Black Sox Scandal and eventually it rose in popularity in the 1920s.
Major League Baseball has changed and restructuring to achieve the level of ambiance and growth in the organization. There is an increased competitive balance in the organization (Lee, Kim, and Kim, 2019). When judging any set of rules established by any league, the consideration of the impact it is going to have on the competitive balance. The ideology of the need to maintain the balance is for the interest of both the fan and member profit. The MLB is responsible for Baseball and therefore they create the package of rules of the game and organize the competitions internationally (Official_Baseball_Rules, 2018). The organization amended its baseball rules in 2018. The objectives of the game are written as the first of the rules. The rules are on the playing field, the equipment, and uniform, game preliminaries, playing the game, improper play, illegal actions, and the misconduct, ending the game, the umpire, and the official scorer.
These rules have been put in place to facilitate the smooth running and operations of the game and create a standardized play (Andreff, 2019). This was to minimize conflicts and discordance that are brought by greed and arrogance. With these rules, they could bring to justice and disbandment to someone who could not abide. Discordance breeds confusion and hatred among the players and the managers. Therefore there is a need for the set of rules. To start with, MLB had to create and set clear the objectives of the game. This in a way stipulates how the game is played. It explains what is expected of the offensive and the defensive team.
Baseball is a game where there are two teams with 9 team members each. The goal of the offensive team is having the batter becoming a runner, and for the team to score, the runner has to advance and touch all the bases legally. The objective of the defensive team is to ensure that the offensive team’s batter does not become a runner and prevent all their advances. The team that achieves more runs that are in line with the rules becomes the winners. The structure of the playing ground has been laid out within the set of the amended rules. The laying out of the field of any playing field after June 1st, 1958 should have a minimum distance of 325 feet from the home base to the nearest fence, the home base must be marked with the five-slab of whitened rubber, the pitcher’s plate marked with a rectangular slab such that the distance between it and the base is 60 feet, 6 inches, and the benches shall be at least 25 feet from the baselines, roofed and enclosed. The equipment used includes the ball made from yarn wound not weighing less than five and not more than five and a quarter ounces, the bat should be smooth round stick and the bat that does not conform to the rules will be removed from the game.
The National Basketball Association is a professional basketball league in Northern America. Founded in New York as the Basketball Association of America (BAA) in 1946, it merged with its competing rival, National Basketball League (NBL) to form the association in 1949 (Gonzalez, Hoffman,  Rogowski, Burgos, Manalo, Weise and Stout, 2013). The NBA regulates the rules of the game and its normal season runs from October to April. During each season each of its teams must play a total of 82 games. NBA subscribes to the membership of the USA Basketball (USAB) which is recognized by the FIBA (International Basketball Federation). NBA is a governing body of the Basketball in the United States. The NBA has set of rules concerning the court dimensions and the equipment to be used, the duties of the officials, the players, substitutes, the scoring and timing, the putting ball in the play- live/dead ball, the shot clock, the out of bounds and the throw-in, the free throws and the penalties, the violations and the penalties, the basketball interference-goal tending, the fouls and the penalties, the instant play, and the rules concerning the coaches challenge. Besides the rules, there are also guides for the administration to follow and the basic principles that apply during the games such as how to block charge and also what happens for a game to be postponed or canceled (Mandić, Jakovljević, Erčulj and Štrumbelj, 2019)
American football is governed by the National Football League (NFL). The league consists of 32 teams with half of the teams being under the National Football Conference and the other half is under the American Football Conference (Pitts and Evans, 2019). The NFL is among the four major professional leagues in North America and it is the highest professional level in the whole world. The season of NFL runs from 17 weeks and starts from September to Late December. Each team has to play 16 games in total in the whole season. The football league was formed in 1920 being known as the American Professional Football Association (APFA) and changed to NFL in 1922 (Kuzmits and Adams, 2008). The NFL takes control and regulates the operations of football. NFL together with other leagues they have shaped the structure of the football to what is known now. The teams under their governance have to abide by the regulations set in order to maintain decorum and sanity in the game. This is important as they are able to fish out corruption and embezzlement of funds which might sabotage gaming. Despite it being the most professional football league, it has faced so many challenges as it grew to what it is today.
The most important rule of football is the 17 laws. The laws include the field of play, the ball, the number of players, the player’s equipment, the referee, the assistant referee, the duration of the match, the start and the restart of the match, the ball in and the ball out, the method of scoring law 11: offside rule, the fouls, and the misconduct, the free kicks- the direct and the indirect, the penalty kick, the throw-in, the goal kick, and the corner kick.  All these rules are enforced in a football match so as to ensure fairness. However, there is an unwritten law, Law 18, that uses common sense. It could not be written down but it is the most important law.
National Hockey League (NHL) is a professional ice hockey league based in North America. The League is comprised of a total number of 31 teams; 24 in the United States and the rest in Canada. Statistically, it is the best and most professional hockey league in the world. Previously there had been National Hockey Association formed in 1909 which was suspended and in 1917 the NHL was formed. It contested for the Stanley Cup in an annual competition in the place of NHA before league mergers. Initially, at the start, the NHL had four teams in Canada and expanded to America and had six teams for over two decades. After 1967, the team underwent radical expansion with the inclusion of other teams. In the year 2017, they added one more team to make the number to 31 (Van Pelt, Lapointe, Galdys, Dougherty, Buckley and Broglio, 2019).. The National Hockey League has rules regarding the hockey game and how it should be done.  It covers the playing area, the teams, the equipment, type of penalties, the officials, the physical fouls, the restraining fouls, the stick fouls and other fouls, and the game flow. All these rules are contained in the rulebook revised in 2018-2019 (Rockerbie and Easton 2019). Furthermore, there are other five rules that are enforced that were amended. To start with, if a player cannot be able to play his part due to ejection or injury, his teammates are allowed to put someone else in the box to take his place. Secondly, a broken stick is not to be used in the field. Thirdly, as the trapezoid was put in place after 2005 lockout, the goalkeeper is not allowed to handle the puck outside of it. Fourthly, a shootout occurs when in a regular-season game goes overtime. Finally, a team that loses in the overtime is given a single point.
Different sports organizations govern different sports in a region (O’Boyle and Shilbury, 2019). These organizations, though differ in the sports that they govern, they have policies that are common among them and others that are very different. The following is a comparison of MLB to the National Football League (NFL), National Hockey League (NHL), and National Basketball (NBA).
The similarities include all the teams show consistent franchise stability since the 1970s all the four leagues have never collapsed; all these teams are major professional leagues in the United States. The franchises to all these leagues are stable and do not change often. Another similarity is in the number of teams by these leagues. These leagues have maintained a constant number, 30 teams, each except recently NFL added two to become 32 and the NHL became 31. The contrasts in the policies include the following.
The Dates in the MLB are different from the other Leagues. In MLB, the first player draft has always been conducted in the in-season. Among the major professional leagues, MBL is the only one that undertakes its draft in a season since 1965. The 2019 draft was held on June 3rd to 5th where the first 41 picks were announced. As for the NHL, the draft has always been done in the offseason, especially in late June. The 2019 NHL entry draft was conducted on the  21st to 22nd June at Rodgers Arena in Vancouver, British Columbia. The first selection was Jack Hughes. According to the NFL, since the amendment in 1936, the NFL Draft is always conducted in the offseason. The 2019 draft was the 84th general meeting to select the newly eligible players. The first NFL Draft had been held in Philadelphia at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel. The 2019 Draft was held between April 25th to 27th in Nashville, Tennessee. The NBA draft was first held in 1947 and is always held in offseason. The 2019 NBA draft was held on June 20th at Barclays Centre in Brooklyn, New York. They select amateur college basketball players.
In Draft Procedures the MLB,  the commissioner announces that each team has to pick their first-round selection from the podium at MLB network in order to decide as a draft procedure in the Major League Baseball. In the first round, an NHL team takes their pick from the table then reports the selection to the League before the team representatives. They then approach the stage to join the commissioner, who personally announces the selection from the podium. If the person who has been drafted is present at the nominations, he goes to the stadium to shake the hand of the commissioner and the representative. He is given the team’s jersey and takes a photo with the group. In the round two to seven all picks are announced from the team’s table. The NFL team first-round picks to take a range of ten minutes where the rest of the rounds the time drops to Seven minutes in each successful round. The NBA Commissioner announces each pick from the podium after it is locked in and reported by the selecting team.
According to MLB, they do not have any single public league combine unlike the other sports to host top prospects who gather for testing and interviews. They use periodic camps and showcase games which occur multiple times between January and July in which prospects can show off their skills (Cornwell, Pruitt, and Clark, 2005). The other three leagues hold combine. The NHL annually holds a Combine way before Drafting. The exercise consists of both a physical fitness testing and interview opportunity for NHL organizations to interview Draft prospects. In the NFL, the combine was first held in 1977. The participation for the combine is by invitation only. Draft hopes to be able to do successfully at least 14 different results although few manage to participate in all depending on the health status and time. This is a chance to interview the prospects and the NFL teams hope to get to talk to as many attendees in the least time possible (Rishe and Mondello, 2004). According to the NBA, the combine is much similar to hockey and football in the tests and the interviews. 
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