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[bookmark: _GoBack]Synopsis: The article highlights how healthcare insurance enrollment has been fairing in the state of California. According to the article, there has been a continued decline in Medi-Cal and individual market enrollment while Medicare and employer-sponsored insurance have recorded a gradual growth. The article bases its findings on data that has been collected since 2019 falling back to 2018. It attributes the decline in Medi-cal and individual market enrollment to many stringent policies introduced by the federal government that bar many from enrolling. Immigration policies and an improved economy that has, in turn, made the minimum wage for eligibility to be raised have deterred many from enrolling. Employer-sponsored insurance (ESI) registered a growth due to increased job opportunities thanks to an improved economy. Medicare growth has been attributed to many aging individuals dropping coverage that they could not afford and enrolling. As such, the many stringent federal policies has left Californians without health insurance in the harsh COVID-19 environment. 
Discussion: The many federal policies in place today have made access to healthcare in the US to look a privilege for a few rather than a right for every American citizen. According to Medi-Cal, one is only eligible to coverage if their family income is at or below 138% of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL). That kind of policy is already discriminatory to many that live above FPL and might be needy, especially in today’s COVID-19 pandemic where many have lost their jobs while others have been forced to close down their businesses. Probably these would not be an issue currently since the economy has improved, thereby necessitating an increase in ESI, but what if the economy plunges in the future? Will the policies be adjusted to accommodate everyone? 
The growth in Medicare coverage is a strong indication of how many Californians and other Americans have been fed up with various healthcare insurance and thus wish to age fast. Medicare covers the aged population and individuals with certain disabilities. The many healthcare insurances present in the US are very much effective, but the stringent policies attached to them has seen many individuals opting to remain to stay uninsured. These policies do not pay attention to changes in the economy, which, in many cases, is the determining factor, as indicated in the article.
Questions for Discussion:
· What is your stance on Medi-Cal’s requirement that for one to be eligible for coverage, his or her family income should be at or below 138% of FPL?
· In what ways do you think the Federal or even the state government can enact policies that seek to appeal to every citizen wishing to enroll for healthcare insurance?


