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Mid- Term Exam
Question 3: Phillis Wheatley sees herself in the poems we read as an American, a Christian, black, a slave, and an artist.   Based on what we read, what is the relative importance of each of these terms—which seem most significant to her?
Phillis Wheatley calls herself an American in her poetry because she celebrates being a freed slave in the house of Wheatley where she learns how to read and write in the help of Wheatley’s daughters (Kendrick, 1996). Her being at the care of Mrs. Wheatley made Phyllis create poems that praise the culture of the whites, and in them, she regarded herself as an American. Also, Wheatley lauds Christianity for the family of Wheatley taught her Christian values. For instance, Wheatley celebrates the fact that she left a pagan land (Africa) and now she is a Christian in the nation of the white (Kendrick, 1996). However, Wheatley praises to criticize the worst part of slavery in a camouflage way. She writes poems that ridicule slavery and scorn enslavement. In of her verses praises death as the only way to escape slavery. She is not physically a slave but feels enslaved behind the bars of Native American culture. The terms that she uses in her poems reflect on her experience with freedom and slavery. Lastly, Phillis calls herself an artist because of her prowess in poetry and authorship skills. She applauds herself for being a creative black- American woman during the critical time of slavery (Kendrick, 1996). Wheatley’s work interested many white audiences, and that makes her see herself as a great writer.
Question 4: Our black writers had many differences, but they were alike in their ability to bring their stories to an audience.  They wrote (or in Smith’s case, spoke) in compelling ways; these writers were all published in their lifetimes.   Choose any two of these writers (Wheatley, Jones & Allen, Smith, Walker, Douglass) and briefly explore why their voices were published and preserved—why are we still reading them?    Taken together, what do your writers suggest about how the ethnic ‘other’ can be heard?
David Walker and Fredrick Douglas fight for the abolition of slavery, in their speeches and famous books. The two allude much from the Holy Bible, verses that appealed to equality and human nature. For instance, Walker used the Bible to scorn slavery and discrimination. He and Douglas give an example of how the American Other should talk. The African Americans should never advocate for their course but that of the entire African- American race. The spirit of oneness reveals when slavery ceases, and Walker comments: “we will all live in peace and happiness together” (Apap, 2011). Even after a hard fight for freedom with other abolitionists like Fredrick Douglas, Walker did not stop voicing for the fellow black Americans.
On the other hand, Fredrick Douglas views the American Other as a human with body, mind, and soul like that of the native- American. Majority of his speeches build on the need to abolish slavery since the American slaves are people.  Douglas convinces his audience that every man living under the “canopy of heaven” knows slavery is wrong (Douglass, 2014).  He holds that the American Other should scorn all forms of slavery since America is there home and no other land can best fit them: American is their fathers’ land, and therefore they have the right to live on it (Douglass, 2014). 
Question 5: María Amparo Ruiz de Burton titles her 1885 novel The Squatter and the Don.   Who is the ‘Squatter’, and who is the ‘Don’?   What are their ethnicities?  Which man has a longer history in California?   What is the recent war and treaty that have created the conflict between them?  What does this conflict reveal about the broader history of Anglos and Mexicans in the American West?
The Squatter and the Don is a story that narrates the historical period when settlers settled in the California families’ land and grabbed them through litigation. The term “squatter” is a group noun that refers to the people, of German origin, who invaded the Californians and grabbed their land. The Don is the native- California who faces a difficult time to prove he is the owner of the disputed area.  The Don is a Native American of Mexican origin while the Squatter is an Anglo- speaker. However, the Don has a long history in the Californian land, unlike the squatter. The two ethnic groups dispute over land ownership following the land Act of 1851. The historical hostility between the two ethnic groups manifests through the story of two ill-fated lovers from the family of the Alamar’s (California landowners) and the Darrel’s, (squatters in the Alamar’s ranch), who go through trials and tribulation. However, the conflict in the novel emanates from the tyrannical governance of California by railroad baron and politicians who are ever corrupt. The central theme is capitalism which operates at profit-making rather than representing the needs of the common man.
Section II
Essay: For this essay, I want you to choose any two class texts, and in each case work from the text to imagine how and why the ‘other’ was reacting.   What did the ‘other’ think about your authors and their people?
Conclude with some sort of tentative synthesis—do your two examples suggest that it is useful or important to try to imagine the other in literature about contact?   Why or why not?
Reactions of Other Writers to the Works of Stowe and Wheatley
Authors, no matter how great their works appears, will always receive criticism from others. Literature is broad, and so are the perceptions of people all over the world. Appealing to every reader’s literary needs is impossible, and therefore, every piece of literary text will attract a particular acknowledgment from the audience. Also, a specific scholar will see a loophole in the same work and probably discredit it. This essay will look at criticism given to the work of Harriet Beecher Stowe: Uncle Tom’s Cabin and Phyllis Wheatley’s poems. 
 Uncle Tom’s Cabin, a novel by Stowe, pricks the nerves of so many readers, in South America because it communicates an anti-slavery message to the slave traders at the south (Avădanei, 2017). The publication of the story, therefore, became a national event to the people of the south. It attracted people by its storyline and the literary devices used. For instance, Stowe sold three hundred thousand copies within the first year since publication. However, the story received a lot of criticism from writers and slave traders from the south. A group of writers responded to Uncle Tom’s cabin positively,( e.g., Fredrick Douglas approved the truth in the novel) while others fought the writer. On the adverse reactions, literary text, including books, drama, and poetry, communicated the importance of slavery (Avădanei, 2017). The versions are what scholars call the Anti- Tom publications. The anti- Tom novel praise the relationship between the slaves and their masters in the south while shows the misunderstanding of the slave- trade abolitionist from the north.
The prominent Anti- Tom novel is the Aunt Phillis's Cabin by Mary Henderson Eastman. The story attacks the notion the southerners mistreat their slaves and that the blacks should be set free (Avădanei, 2017). Although she does not mention directly, she uses characters to communicate the ironical perception that the blacks in the north are free. The work of Thornton Randolph supports the idea that it is better the human slavery at the south than the freeing of black at the capitalist north where they face many financial constraints. The writers, therefore, perceive Stowe’s people as hypocritical northerners and she is a traitor of her people: white community. Slavery was necessary according to the anti- Tom texts because the black could never equal the superior whites (Avădanei, 2017). They could only serve as beasts of work in the homes of whites.
Modern scholars also criticize Phillis Wheatley's poetry. For instance, Eleanor Smith, a professor at the University of Cincinnati, points out that Wheatley’s poems are characteristic of “misconceptions” of the relationship between the whites and the black slaves (Waldstreicher, 2017). The professor asserts that Wheatley should condemn openly the mistreatment the black slaves experience in the home of the whites. Also, Professor Saunders Redding of Brown University sees Wheatley’s work as lacking personality and is emotionless (Waldstreicher, 2017). She holds that the poet should write in favor of the black men in slavery and because she doesn’t achieve that, her work is negative and bloodless. Redding perceives Wheatley as a person whose body does not connect with the spirit. The reason is that she does not write about her enslavement in the land of the whites. Scholars say that Wheatley thinks so white that she cannot bother the experience of her fellow African held within the cages of slavery (Waldstreicher, 2017).  
Another tough critique of Wheatley is Thomas Jefferson who wrote very negative about the works of Wheatley, in his notes on Virginia. He claims that Africans are incapable of reacting great works since they are weak. Jefferson portrays Wheatley as a product of religion. He holds that religion has created a Phillis Wheatley but not a poet.  The professor further qualifies the notion that slavery was not inhuman since the mistreated African never showed any spirited struggle to fight the oppressive slavery system. If Wheatley was on the side of the African, she could write directly about slavery but not hide in the religion of the weak. In short, Thomas Jefferson perceives Wheatley as “spirit- denying- the flesh” (Waldstreicher, 2017).
In conclusion, works of literature will receive criticism no matter how the writers try to be perfect. It is tough to appeal to the thoughts of all people in the world. Therefore, in the event of creating literary work writers should try their level best to produce great works: work that touches on morality and aspects of life. They should not have the image of the “other” in the mind since the other will always react to their works.
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