There is a huge difference between my character before and after studying abroad. Since I have been studying for more than seven years in between taking English as a second language and taking my bachelor’s degree, many experiences have shaped my character in many different ways. For instance, how to be independent, how to face loneliness, and changing my opinion on non-citizens be respectful.
 
Forced to be independent broke all my fears of walking alone. I have to fully rely on myself to feed, deal with all my bills, and manage my time that is a luxury I never had to deal with prior to studying abroad. One of the most valuable lessons I have learned after being separated from my family is to be independent. Gladly, I had learned it in my earlier life otherwise; I would be struggling through my studying journey.
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Growing up with a happy and connected family resulted in feeling lonely when I left them to study abroad. The consequences of loneliness started to affect me slowly but surely. I had to deal with homesickness and depression almost every day until I decided to step up and understand that it was my decision in the first place. Therefore, I began to adopt new hobbies, such as bowling and photography. Bowling was a huge change for me, and I started making friends through bowling which helped me to get out of my loneliness bubble since I had to communicate with many people, especially when I joined the weekly league. My other hobby was photography. Taking pictures every day to record my journey was one of my goals to remember all these experiences with not only my mind but also with pictures to share my experiences with others and to look at them when I get older. Furthermore, to break out of my homesickness, I joined the Saudi Association Club and became their photographer to document our meetings as it was required by the SCOM to provide a picture of every meeting, and I volunteered to help them for more than 200 hours. 
 
I am embarrassed to include this point, but I feel it is important because it played a large part in my new character. I used to look at non-citizens who left their county to work in a different country for the money in a negative, undesirable and unwanted way until I left my country for school and faced racism and discrimination from citizens. After experiencing what they felt, I learned a lot and decided I will never discriminate and underestimate someone in my life.
 
In conclusion, I am thankful for this journey because it has not only given me the opportunity of studying abroad, but I also observed a lot of non-academic lessons which I believe my life would be totally different if I did not study in a different country.  
