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World Mythology
[bookmark: _GoBack]World mythology acts as a great platform for the study of myths as one of the existing oral narrative genres. A myth is a word that is used in expressing certain values and beliefs relating to human beings and the aspects of the human condition. The perception of a myth is dependent on different things, for instance, values, lifestyles, place of living, and ways of living (culture). In popular culture, myths are used in stories and tales. Therefore, myths are used in narrating tales and telling stories that deal with various aspects of human life such as origin of humans, spiritual beings, meaning of life, death, and afterlife, spiritual beings or gods, animals, cultural values, good and evil, superheroes, supernatural beings, and natural events (Stephens & McCallum, 2013). Nonetheless, the stories and tales used in myths may be based on the works of fiction or some real facts.
In humans, there is a great variation in the attitudes and perceptions of myths. This is due to the human nature that makes them look for answers to difficult questions as well as to pursue what they don’t know. However, myths are generally based on common themes. For instance, the origin of humans or cultural values is common themes. When looking at the academic context, the word ‘myth’ tends to have different meanings, counting on different academic disciplines (like psychology, social sciences, art history, theology, and folklore) that are used in its study. Academically, myths are used in the justification and validation of different practices and beliefs that exist across cultures. And though their main purpose is to help in the interpretation of human lives and the realities that surround them, different views across cultures have made myths to change over time, from one generation to the next (d'-Huy, 2016).
The geographical location of different countries can be used in explaining why myths are similar. For instance, similarities in myths may be found in countries that are geologically neighbors as well as in geologically distant countries. This is mainly due to the existence of common themes. Thus, the most common mythological themes across different cultures include creation stories, heroism, religious beliefs, and sacrifice. Creation stories try to explain how the world was created and exist in every culture (Von Franz, 2017).
Similarly, every culture tends to have their heroes who may have shown immense bravery, honorable decency, or some exceptional strength in their efforts to achieve success. Different cultures possess different religious beliefs in which human beings need to have faith in so that beliefs can be meaningful to them. Finally, sacrifice is another common mythological theme that is made in certain situations out of honor, love, and morality.  
In conclusion, myths are of great importance and meaning towards humankind. Although different cultures are separated by many geological barriers, they still address similar or universal themes. This clearly shows that humans have a lot in common. And though they are different in their ways, these similarities prove common human beings imagination of things (Campbell, 2011). Additionally, the similarity in universal themes reveals that different cultures experience similar tribulations and experiences that connect them in one way or another.  
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