The Institute of Medicine requires that nurses practice to their full potential, to ensure better healthcare services. However, this agenda cannot be achieved until nurses undergo extensive training. This is why nurses have a chance of furthering their education doctoral level. Doctoral level opportunities in the nursing profession include the Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP), and the Doctor of Philosophy in Nursing (PhD).
Nevertheless, these two doctoral levels differ in curriculum; hence a nurse should choose their preference wisely. A major difference in curriculum is the focus of each. For example, as DNP focuses on nursing practice, PhD focuses more on nursing research (Trautman et al., 2018). Another difference in curriculum is that the PhD program prepares student nurses on how to come up with healthcare solutions for challenges experienced. On the other hand, DNP students are trained to apply the developed solutions in practice, through evidence-based grounds.
Another major difference between the two is on what nurses are trained to be. For example, student nurses in PhD are trained to join the researching field, nurse education and even leadership. Conversely, DNP student nurses are trained to join the midwifery field in their practice (Trautman et al., 2018). Finally, nurses taking the DNP course are required to complete a capstone project, which is not very lengthy, but addresses a healthcare issue. On the other hand, PhD students are required to complete a dissertation, which is quite lengthy and detailed as compared to the capstone project.
If I will continue my nursing education to the doctoral level, I would choose the DNP program. Having undergone training, the main focus is always on compassionate care, and I have gotten attached to this philosophy. The PhD program will divert my attention from care to research, which is not my area of interest (Bullin, 2018). Also, taking the DNP program will enable me to choose to field in nursing practice which best suits me. Finally, based on research, most healthcare facilities prefer to employ nurses who have undergone DNP training due to their all-roundedness in care. DNP students focus on a specific field and acquire enough knowledge and training in that field.
References
Bullin, C. (2018). To what extent has doctoral (PhD) education supported academic nurse educators in their teaching roles: an integrative review. BMC nursing, 17(1), 1-18.
Trautman, D. E., Idzik, S., Hammersla, M., & Rosseter, R. (2018). Advancing scholarship through translational research: The role of PhD and DNP prepared nurses. Online Journal of Issues in Nursing, 23(2).
 

