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Diary of a Madman
This story by Lu Xun revolves around a perceived madman. He is transfixed that everyone around him, including dogs, is planning to eat him. Based on his capacity to recount events and make an informed judgment, it is safe to say that the madman depicted in the diary is not insane. It seems like his values and that of the society conflicts with each other. To start with, the madman recalls the main reason why things changed for the worse.
 He says that wherever he passes, people whisper about him. Dogs give him dirty looks, which suggests an ulterior motive of cannibalism (Sobandi et al. 23).  He recalls why everybody seems to be against him when he reminiscent two decades back when he trampled the account books that were in the custody of Mr. Antiquity. “His act attracted people on the street to gang up on me" (Xun 34). The madman proves his sanity by reasoning that children who were not present during the trampling of the accounts were taught by their parents that the madman is not a good person (Matonin et al. 5). He has a good memory too. The madman recalls when his brother taught him composition and also reads a book that enables him to understand the rooted culture of cannibalism where those perceived as 'bad' were eaten. 
The analysis of the short story reveals that the madman is saner than those around him.  He is more enlightened and considers rest to be engraved in a backward culture that may consume all of them. People around him seem more insane. One of them is the madman's elder brother, who explains that it is okay to exchange children and eat them (Xun 37). The madman doubts the sanity o his elder brother, who once stated that an evil man needs to be killed and eaten with his skin used as a mattress.
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