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Mali
Mali uses French as an official language. However, there other 13 national languages spoken in the country which include Tamasheq, Fulfulde, Dogon, Hasanya Arabia, Songhay, Bomu, Bozo, Soninke, Maninkakan, Mahara, Xasongaxango, Syenara and Bambara. On the other hand, the country boasts of 63 Ethnologue languages where 80 percent speak the Bambara as their second or first language (Karlsrud, 2016). Thus, Bambara is largely spoken native language in the country. On the other hand, the deaf in Mali use three forms of sign language which include Tebu sign language, Bamako sign language and American Sign Language.
In terms of religion, Mali is an Islamic country. A large portion of the population practices Islam. However, other religious groups such as Christianity coexist peacefully with Islam. Muslims make up 92.4 percent of the Mali population, Roman Catholic Christianity forms 1.5 percent, Protestants 0.8 percent, animism and West African folks 5 percent while others or no religions 0.3 percent (Karlsrud, 2016).
Mali is located in southwest of Algeria making it be a landlocked country in West Africa. It extends from the southwest from Sahara desert, south to Sudanian savanna zone through the Sahel. The country has a size of 1,240,192 square kilometers where semi-desert of desert covering almost 65 percent of the overall area (Bleck & Michelitch, 2015).
Mali agriculture food is mainly cereals like rice, sorghum, millet and wheat. On the other hand, foods such as mangoes, cashews and shea butter remain unexploited. There is also an existing opportunity for modernizing the livestock and poultry in the country. However, due to erratic rainfall, Mali agriculture is highly vulnerable. According to Cheng & Frazzoli (2016), about 29 percent of the citizens are malnourished hence forcing the government to adopt modernized farming.
Tourism in Mali is not that developed as expected. This has been contributed by issues such as infrastructure where the industry has seen slow growth before the 2002 Africa cup of nations. Rowlands (2016) asserts that northern Mali conflict has also become a threat to major tour operations in the country leading to a decrease of tourists from 200,000 to 10,000 between 2011 and 2012. 
Due to very low incomes, housing in Mali is not that expensive according to the international standards. This makes formal housing to be unaffordable in Mali. Hence many people in Mali live in typically built houses of a mixture of cement and earth (Rowlands, 2016). Going deeper into the villages, houses are made up of timber and mud with a rood of either mud bricks or grass. The towns in the country portray an electic mixture of styles which include the traditional mud huts. 
Since March 22, 2012 coup, Mali politics have taken place in semi-presidential representative democratic party where the president is the head of the state. This brings in a prime minister who is appointed by the president as the government head and leader of various political parties. The government enjoys the executive powers making the legislature power be vested in government and national assembly (Bleck & Michelitch, 2015). However, the judiciary is independent of the legislature and executive. Thus, Mali according to the Economist Intelligence Unit is an authoritarian regime.
Although Mali borders the Sahara desert making 40 percent of the country to be either desert or semi-desert, it still has an amazing array of animals. Mali is proud to have African lions, black rhinos, elephants, ball pythons, crocodiles, mandrill baboons and giraffes. Other animals found in the country include hippos, spotted hyenas, dromedary camels, lemurs, leopards and chimpanzees among others. There are also various species of birds like spotted eagle, lesser kestrel and corncrake just but a few. In general, Mali has 146 species of mammals where 3 are endangered, 2 critically endangered and 3 near-threatened (Cheng & Frazzoli, 2016).
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