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Marriage is a vital aspect of societal growth. It is a pillar that helps create a strong foundation in society. Cultural norms encouraged in society are bred in marriage as children are taught in ways acceptable in society and corrected on unacceptable aspects. Children learn gender roles and high standards of morality. Marriage also helps regulate sexual immorality. In most cultures, sexual immorality is discouraged hence prevented by being married to a specific partner. In some cultures, to prevent cheating, married women helped their men identify suitable mistresses.
Marriage creates unions that promote stability. Children raised in stable marriages are more likely to contribute to society positively. For instance, children raised in stable families are more secure and confident to be informed decisions in society. Marriage also helps reduce poverty by helping partners fulfill economic needs. By providing a framework in which people's needs like food, clothing, and shelter are met, marriage ensures that society is economically stable. Lastly, marriage helps create order and train on respect alongside other morals acceptable in society. Marriage works on different roles and hierarchies. The head or leader is the father, who also is the provider and protector of the family. The mother plays the role of deputy head and disciplinarian in most cases. As children grow up learning to respect hierarchy, they treat members of the society with respect hence developing good character.
2: 
A common tradition that was practiced in most societies was married women taking part in helping their husbands identify suitable mistresses or co-wives. Most societies valued children and in most cases, if women were unable to conceive, they would identify suitable partners to conceive on their behalf. For instance, in the Philippines mistresses were institutionalized by the Kalinda. Another tradition that was practiced was married women having sex with respected individuals in society after their husband's approval. For instance, the Toda allowed married women to have intercourse with priests provided their husbands approved.
Additionally, polygamy was common traditionally as most men married more than one wife. Polygamy helped reduce cases of infidelity in marriage. Lastly, payment of bride price that was most common in Asia and Africa was practiced before marriage as a sign of honor to the bride's family. Men were expected to transfer wealth to the bride's parents as a sign of acknowledgment and appreciation to them. Moreover, bride price helped give men a sense of responsibility to value and protect their wives since they valued them. Bride price payment involved a function where the council of elders representing both the bride and groom would agree and negotiate on bride price before the exchange of wealth with the bride.
3: 
Some traditions in marriage are difficult to comprehend. For instance, what is the difference between dowry payment and bride price? Sometimes I tend to think the concept of bride price made it look like an exchange where a groom would buy his wife from her family. In most cases, women were treated as property and sources of wealth which may have contributed to domestic violence and other marital issues. Lastly, was there a limit of bride price set to ensure the groom's family is not oppressed or left bankrupt after paying the bride price?



