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In this section, I will discuss Dr. King's civil disobedience that has two parts. The first
aspect of King's opinion is a rallying call; action to effect real change. The second and more
visible characteristic of his rallying call for a precise type of conduct to effect a precise type of
reform. The transformation King desires to see is one of peace and unity achieved through non-
violent tactics. Dr. King's central assertion is best summed up in his speech on the student
movement, in which he attempts to draw an inadvertent dichotomy between "perseverance" and
lack of action. Peaceful protest, also known as passive rebellion, is the unwillingness to follow a
government's or occupying power's expectations or instructions without engaging in violence or
propaganda campaigns of opponents (Alakbarova 76). Its usual goal is to push compromises
from the authorities or colonizing power. In the American civil rights movement, peaceful
protest was a primary tactic and ideology of revolutionary movements. Civil disobedience is an
expressive or ritualized breach of the law, not a repudiation of the entire system. When valid
pathways of transformation are restricted or lacking, the civil disobedient is obligated by a more
significant, extralegal premise to break some particular provision.

As suggested earlier, one of the concepts that appear in r. King's "I Have a Dream

Speech" is civil disobedience, also called non-violent resistance.
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“We must forever conduct our struggle on the high plane of dignity and discipline. We must not
allow our creative protest to degenerate into physical violence. Again and again, we must rise to
the majestic heights of meeting physical force with soul force. The marvelous new militancy
which has engulfed the Negro community must not lead us to a distrust of all white people, for
many of our white brothers, as evidenced by their presence here today, have come to realize that
their destiny is tied up with our destiny” (Damak 236). In this quote, Dr. King reiterated the need
for non-violent means to address some African-Americans' experiences. According to Dr. King,
there are different methods people can use to champion reforms; one is surrendering to the
oppressing authority, rising against oppression via hatred and violence, and the non-violence
method. According to Dr. King, the violent method is weak since it creates additional social
issues than existing ones. It also establishes a legacy of worthless anarchy. Dr. King viewed non-
violent conduct as successful, having seen how the student movement had successtully adopted it
to achieve its goal in the South and other parts of the country. His rallying call led to non-violent
walks and peaceful walks. Thousands of African-Americans marched in the streets in non-
violent demonstrations, disobedience, and economic rejects—thousands of African Americans
and whites assembled in August 1963 for the March on Washington. There were no violent
incidents and the event was quiet.

Dr. King's rallying call for the use of non-violent means to push for change is significant.
He uses the cases of Mahatma Gandhi and the student movement in the South as an example to
show people that non-violent means can achieve the goal intended. He suggests that violence
will leave the African- Americans in bitterness while pursuing a common goal of freedom and
equal opportunity (Stanford.edu). He also argues that such violent strategies can degenerate into

chaos. Dr. King does not further his argument but explains that it is based on a philosophy. The
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peaceful protest has an underlying idea attached to it. The first principle is that an idea must be
as pure as its result (Stanford.edu). Meaning that any strategy adopted must also follow the
desired objective. The goal of the peaceful protest was a rallying call to the American elites to
ensure that African Americans were accorded equal rights. They had been victims of police
brutality and violence, and according to King, it was not wise to also resort to using violence
they were experiencing. That is why the ends and means must be consistent. We must recognize
that the end symbolizes the methods in the procedure and the concept in crafting. In other words,
we cannot believe or accept the notion that the end justifies the methods since the end is inherent
in the mechanism. So the ideology of peaceful protest is the ideology that asserts that in heritage,

morally reprehensible counterproductive methods cannot achieve ethical and productive ends.
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