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Q. 2
“The Notorious Jumping Frog of Calaveras County” narration by Mark Twain and Henry James "The Real Thing" have a lot in common. They all on the memory recollection. The two narrators have the same attitude on their story’s counterparts. None of them want to be in their company. Although there are similarities a lot more between the two narrators, there are also many differences. 
How they view people they come into contact with is one of the differences despite their tones and attitudes being the same. “The Notorious Jumping Frog of Calaveras County” narrator makes it evident through his use of words on how he feels regarding Simon Wheeler, his neighbor. Before getting to Mr. Wheeler's account, there is a spin on the cogs of his head, and he starts wondering whether his Angel's Camp trip was just a setup. 
The narrator has thoughts of the possibility that his friend had the knowledge that “he [Simon] would go to work and bore me to death with some exasperating reminiscence of him as long and as tedious as it should be useless to me” (115). In this short story, the narrator finds Simon very dull, and still, he can not do anything in regards to it. He does not interrupt Simon and let him know that he is talking about the person he is talking about, He does not defend himself. The narrator sits, with the realization that at some point in the middle of the recount of Jim Smiley's tales, Simon would not know anything about Rev. Leonidas W. Smiley. Therefore, he is torturing himself practically. 
Contrastingly, Henry James, "The Real Thing," has another view regarding his situation. Even though the monarchs are not the favorite pair to spend time with the artist, he seems to enjoy the company even better where he can even make something from the situation as he declares at the story’s end “my friend Hawley repeats that Major and Mrs. Monarch did me a permanent harm, got me into false ways. If it be true, I’m content to have paid the price—for the memory” (467).














Q.3                                                  Edna and her Desires
Edna Pontellier is a respectable late 1800s woman who accepts her sexual desires and possesses the courage and strength of acting on them. Edna breaks through the role given to her by society and comes to discover her identity apart from her children and husband “I would give up the unessential; I would give my money, I would give my life for my children, but I wouldn’t give myself. I can’t make it more clear; it's only something which I am beginning to comprehend, which is revealing to me." (Ch, 11). Mrs. Pontellier’s character as the narrator portrays it is key to comprehending the book and its impact on the many following readers of different generations. 
At the book's beginning, Edna is in a kind of semi-conscious state. She is living comfortably in her marriage and has not discovered her ambitions and feelings. She has always portrayed romance from before, having encountered a cavalry officer. Simultaneously, she was still a young girl, fell in love with a man who had visited a neighboring plantation during her teenage years, and became fascinated by a tragedian as a young woman. As for her marriage, she viewed it as an end to her passion for life and the start of responsibility. Even though she thought that her romantic dreams would disappear with her youth, the fantasies and wantings kept re-emerging in her passion for Robert-Lebrun.
While Edna is vacationing at the Grand Isle, a number of events bring about her awakening. The candid conversations she partakes with Adele are a reminder of her long-repressed passions. The flirtations Edna has with Robert Lebrun make her have a desire for more freedom from Leonce and the piano playing by Mademoiselle Reisz's works as an artistic inspiration for her. The swim at the ocean at the Grand Isle gives her the courage that she needs to set up on her self-discovery and fulfillment journey, for it was the first time to do so.
 However, Edna realizes the impact that her choices have on her children, recognizing that doing what is right for them would mean sacrificing herself. Therefore, wanting to keep her identity and do what she feels will make her feel whole, she looks for another way, which is suicide, for society has no other healthy option for her. "The children appeared before her like little antagonists who had overcome her, who had overpowered and sought to drag her into soul’s slavery for the rest of her days. But she knew a way to elude them.”(Ch,37).
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