CIEE 3334 Key Assignment #1 – Math Interview Instructions, Rubric, and Interview Questions  
Guiding Instructions: 
You are asked to locate someone who uses mathematics that is not in an "in school" situation.  Mailpersons, nurses, carpet layers, seamstresses, and children playing games are all examples of appropriate subjects. Using Bishop's Six Aspects (see Blackboard Week 2), design an interview to see if you can learn how this person thinks about and uses mathematics in their profession. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The paper you submit must contain the following sections written in paragraph form (see formatting guidelines): 
 
1. Detailed description of the person/culture/situation; 
 
2. Summary of the questions you asked (DO NOT COPY AND PASTE THE QUESTIONS INTO THE DOCUMENT) and what the interviewee told you as you gained mathematical insight. Describe each of Bishop's Six Aspects; 
 
3. Reflection on how this new knowledge helps you better understand the relationship between mathematics and the “real world”. Explicitly address the following question:
a Why is it important to understand this relationship as an elementary school teacher? 
b How does this connect to planning and instruction in my future classroom?
 
Total Points:  
(50 points) 
 
Formatting Guidelines:  
Use a legible 12-point font, 1” margins, and double-spacing.  
 
Evaluation Scale: 
	Person/Culture/Situation  
(10) 
	Fully detailed 10 pts. 
	Moderately detailed  5 pts. 
	Basically detailed or
not included
1 pt. 

	Interview 
Summary and 
Bishop’s 6 
(25) 
	All 6 areas with detail  

25 pts. 
	4-5 areas with
 detail 

12 pts. 
	1-3 areas with
 detail 

5 pts. 

	Reflection 
(5) 
	Substantial reflection 
5 pts. 
	Moderate reflection 

3 pts. 
	Little reflection 

1 pt. 

	Professionalism of paper 
(10) 
	No spelling or grammar errors. 
Well written. 
10 pts. 
	Some spelling and grammar errors. 
Writing is basic. 
5 pts. 
	Many spelling and grammar errors. 
Poorly written. 
1 pt. 


 
Interview Guiding Questions: 
 
Please use these questions as a guide for your mathematics interview. Consider it a conversation where you are trying to discover more about how this person uses mathematics specific to who they are and what they do. Not all questions listed will be necessarily appropriate for your particular interview. Be sure to ask questions in all six categories. 
 
Date: _________________________ Name of person being interviewed: __________________ 
 
Title/Occupation: _____________________ 
 
Counting 
How do you count things in what you do? 
Special names for counting numbers? 
Written symbols? 
How did you describe “0”? 
How did you describe “infinity”? 
Are numbers represented using body parts or gestures? 
Do you count in any special groups such as by 5s or 10s? Are certain things counted in groups? 
Are large numbers used? How are large numbers described? 
Do many numbers have any special significance? 
What else can you do with your numbers besides count with them? - subtract, multiply, divide? Are fractions used? 
Other? 
 
Measurement 
Do you use a particular kind of standard unit in what you do? 
Do you use parts of the body as specific units? 
Are specific tools used as measurement devices? 
How are small things measured/described? 
How are large things measured/described? 
How are great distances measured/described? 
How is rate/speed measured/described? 
How is weight measured/described? 
How is time (hours, minutes, etc.?) measured/described? 
Is some sort of calendar used? 
How is temperature measured/described? 
How are perimeter, area, and volume measured/described? 
Other? 
 
Locating 
Are “maps” used? 
How are things described spatially - their orientation in a particular place? Left/right? 
Up/down? 
Above/below? 
Depth/height? 
Horizontal/vertical? 
Cardinal directions? 
Navigation? 
Is sorting/classifying (of objects) used in any way? 
Other? 
 
Designing 
What shapes are used for various purposes? 
Names? 
Angles (square angle)? 
What patterns are important and how are they constructed (tessellations)? 
Designs for clothing, pottery, etc.? 
Other? 
 
Explaining 
Are specific values recorded in any way - i.e. graphs? 
How is wealth/prominence shown? 
Other? 
 
Playing 
Are special games played and how? Special tokens used? 
How are things scored? 
Other? 
 
Comments/Insights of Interviewer: 
 
 
 
