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	The Maya Empire was centered at the Guatemala tropical lowlands. It reached the peak of its authority and power in the 6th century A. D. They excelled in agriculture, hieroglyph writing, mathematics, pottery and also calendar making. They left a significant amount of architectural work as well as artwork that is symbolic. Below is a discussion of how the Mayan civilization was lost. 
From the late years of the 8th century throughout the end of the 9th century, something mysterious occurred shaking the foundations of the Mayan civilization. The classic southern lowland cities were abandoned one by one and by the year 900 A.D., the regional civilization of Maya had already collapsed. There aren’t any known reasons attributed to the mysterious decline though there are several theories that scholars have developed so far. 
Some people believe that the population of Maya increased exponentially to a point that the environment around them got exhausted and did no longer have the capacity to sustain them. Other scholars have argued that there was constant warfare which continued among the city-states which competed and it resulted in complex military trade and family alliances between them, thereby breaking down along with the dynastic traditional power. Finally, others claim that there were some catastrophic alterations in the environment such as extended drought periods which may have wiped out the classic civilization of Maya. “Drought may have been hitting cities such as Tikal where the rainwater that fell was important for the crops and irrigation as well.” (Demarest, 2004)
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