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Cinco de Mayo
Cinco de Mayo is a phrase that translates into '5 May'. It is a holiday celebration that marks the date of the victory the Mexican army had over France at the famous Battle of Puebla that occurred during the Franco-Mexican war.  This year, the celebration fell on 5 May and is also referred to as the Battle of Puebla Day (Morris 9).  The celebration is held with little significance in Mexico. However, it is held with higher esteem in the United States of America, where the celebration has graduated into a commemoration of the unique heritage and culture of the Mexicans, especially in territories that have large populations with people of Mexican -American descent. It should be underlined that Cinco de Mayo is not a celebration of Mexican independence as perceived by a segment of individuals around the globe (Mason 37). The festival is geared towards commemorating a single battle.  In 1861, a member of the Indigenous Zapotec tribe, a lawyer by profession, was chosen as the new president of Mexico 1861. During this period, Mexico faced financial problems that resulted from many years of internal conflicts and tensions that suffocated the economic environment.  Benito was forced to default debt settlements to European governments.
The step attracted an armed conflict where Spain, Britain, and France responded by sending their naval armies to Veracruz to demand repayment of the debts. Mexico chose a round-table negotiation with Spain and Britain, a step that prompted the two powers to withdraw their forces from Veracruz. During this time, France was under the rule of Napoleon III, a dictator. He took advantage of the withdrawal by Spain and Britain to carve a territory out of Mexican territory. During the late months of 1861, Napoleon III ordered a fleet of well-armed French naval army to Veracruz (Stula 76). The arrival of the large fleet drove the Mexican president together with his government to back-peddle. When the Mexican army retreated, the French government became confident that it would win the battle swiftly. The French troops led by General Charles de Lorencez decided to advance further and stage an attack on Puebla de Angeles, a small town in the east-central part of Mexico. During that time, Juarez had set up his new headquarters in the North of Mexico. The president assembled a ragtag force comprised of about 2 000 men who were much loyal to the Mexican government (Stula 76).  Many of the force members sent to Puebla were either of mixed or Indigenous Mexican ancestry. The French forces outnumbered the Mexican troop. Also, it was poorly supplied with the necessary artillery and war necessities that were needed to face the French army. Despite the shortfalls, the Mexican army under General Ignacio Zaragoza (who was born in Texas in the United States of America) sieged the town of Puebla and prepared to assault mighty France. On 5 May 1862, Lorencez had realized the need to bolster the Mexican army. Hence, he supported it with heavy and modern artillery and staged an assault against the French troops.
The war lasted from dawn to evening, forcing the French army to retreat. Their retreatment was also accompanied by a loss of about 500 French soldiers compared to about 100 Mexican soldiers who died during the fierce clash (Rogers 117). Zaragoza's well-calculated win was not a significant strategic victory in the general war against the French army. However, the success became a perfect symbol for the government of Mexico and also buttressed the resistance movement.  In 1867, France withdrew, leading to an end to a bloody affair. The victory was partly attributed to the political pressure, and the military support injected into the Mexican army by the United States.  Mexico was lucky because the war coincided with the end of the civil war in the United States (Stula 76). The American Union Army had won a fierce battle against the Confederation Army and had led the institution of slavery to its rest. Also, the end of the American civil war had united all states (free and slave states) into a single federal government. In other words, the end of the American Civil War enabled the US to have the capacity and chance to support its sandwiched neighbor.  At the end of the war, Archduke Ferdinand Maximilian was captured executed by the Mexican army (Mason 38).  Archduke Ferdinand was an Australian who Napoleon installed in 1864 as the Mexican emperor. Unfortunately, General Zaragoza did not live long to celebrate his famous victory and efforts. He died of typhoid a few months after the war. To honor his name, the city of Puebla de Los Angeles was named after Zaragoza.
Within the Mexican territories, Cinco de Mayo is marked in Puebla, where the unexpected victory led by General Zaragoza took place. To add, other Mexican regions also take part in the celebration. Recreations characterize the celebration concerning the Battle of Puebla, military parades, and other colorful festive activities. For the majority of the Mexicans, Cinco de Mayo is considered to be like any other day of the calendar and not a national holiday (Rogers 117). However, 5 May is celebrated in the United States for it is equated to the celebration of the Mexican cultural heritage to acknowledge cultural diversity. Areas with a significant number of Americans with Mexican roots lead to the celebration's marking and popularizing.  In the United States, the festival is marked with Mexican mariachi music, parties, traditional Mexican food (for instance, poblano and tacos) and folk dancing, and colorful parades. 
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