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Measures
Empathetic Listening Styles. Empathetic Listening Style was measured using The Active-Empathic Listening Scale (AELS) (Bodie, 2011). This scale measures the extent to which people listen. It consist of 11 items (e.g., “I am sensitive to what others are not saying”) and categorized into 3 subscales namely sensing, processing and responding. The participants indicate their agreement using a 5-point Likert scale (1- Never, 5 – Always). A mean score is calculated to represent empathetic listening and high scores are higher empathetic listening (M = 2.813; SD = .915) Internal consistency was excellent (α = .743).
Relationship Closeness. Relationship Closeness was measured using The Unidimensional Relationship Closeness Scale (URCS) (Dibble & Park, 2012). This scale measures the extent to which people are close in their relationships. It consist of 12 items (e.g., “My relationship with my best friend is close”) and participants indicate their agreement using a 7-point Likert scale (1- Disagree, 7 – Agree). A mean score is calculated to represent Relationship Closeness and high scores are higher Relationship Closeness (M = 3.883; SD = 1.812) Internal consistency was excellent (α = .706)
The measure used was a three-item semantic differential based on work by Kaplan and Pascoe (1977) with responses ranging from 1 to 7. Items were anchored with “Not funny”/“Funny,” “Humorless”/“Humorous,” and “Serious”/“Comical” (M= 3.27, SD = 2.06, α= .97.
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