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Evolution and Development of Social Media Networks
Social media is a kind of electronic communication whereby users communicate online to share messages or information. Research provides that 72% of Americans use social media which is an increase from 5% in 2005 before the introduction of Facebook. Social media started on the 24th of May, 1844 with a sequence of electronic dashes and dots which were utilized using hand by tapping on a telegraph machine. The modern social media and internet were developed in 1969 with the emergence of the Advanced Research Projects Agency Network, created by the defense department in the United States (Adamic et al. 2016).
The first real form of social media was launched in 1997, the six degrees. More advancement was made in 2001 with the introduction of Friendster. Other forms of social media have been developed since then with over 100 social media platforms being used today. Social media became popular in the US in the late 1990s. The development of social media took the time it was a try and error method where some companies could develop and collapse. There have been several challenges during its development because it involved figuring out what people wanted. The major development in social media networks occurred between 2005 and 2011 (McFadden, 2018).
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1997 (Six Degrees)- six degrees allowed people to make personalized profiles as well as  communicating with other users. Became more popular in 1999 with 3.5 million users and was shutdown in 2001.   


2002 (Friendster, LinkededIn, and MySpace)- friendster developed after the shuttingdown of six degres and allowed people to share messages, photos, and videos.  LinkedIn and MySpace were also launched in 2002.  


2004 (Facebook)-  Created by Mark Zuckerberg and his friends to overtake MySpace. it has remained to  be the most favorite social media platform for most people. 


2006 (Twitter)- Has over 300 million users and might decline due to losses.  Has not reached the popularity level as that of Facebook. 


2010 (Instagram)- It specialized in sharing of photos and videos only. It has more than obe billion users. 


2011 (Snapchat)-  popular among young people with less than 200 million users.  It allows users to exchange photos that can disappear after few seconds or after 24 hours. 










