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Mental Disabilities in Inmates
Introduction
Mentally disabled Inmates are a contentious issue that has been on a growing scale in the U.S. seen in the increased number of incarcerations over the last four decades. This issue has been an impactful context that requires redress to ensure that this particular group is well catered for while in jails and prisons. This paper covers these legal issues in these institutions. 
Mentally disabled inmates	
The department of justice and the department of correctional services have sent many people to jails and prisons. The presence of mental illnesses has been ignored, with the closure of many institutions that cater to this particular group of inmates being rampant. The prison operations can be equally affected by the influx of these groups in prisons, whereby their productivity and cooperation do not conform to the utmost goal of these institutions.
Most of these inmates have been put in prisons and jails over a minor misdemeanor such as sleeping on the sidewalks that deserve little to no punishment with an explicit aspect of discrimination over race and sexuality causing these mass incarcerations (Valla’s,2016). However, the criminal justice system has put many people in prisons who, on a part, should not be in such institutions but rather in homes that cater for their mental health. Notably, research data shows that a person in jails and prisons is three times likely to develop disabilities than a free person. The reported disabilities include down syndrome, autism, dementia, and learning problem. Furthermore, it is noted that most people in prisons have mental problems (Valla’s, 2016). 
Mental Disabilities in Inmates
In 1999, the Supreme Court made a ruling on Omestead Vs. L.C. made mass incarcerations of people with disabilities a criminal offense and a violation of the disabilities act. There is a need to end the deinstitutionalization of institutions that cater to this group (Valla’s, 2016). It is evident in the past 60 years, the number of people in this institution has decreased due to foreclosures, seeing an increase in prisons and jails. The need to provide assertive community treatment(ACT)should be held at the center core of society to ensure this group of individuals Is catered for regarding their different disabilities(Valla’s, 2016). It proves that the use of this institution will require less investment as compared to incarcerations.
The inception of the mentally ill offenders treatment and crime reduction act(S.1194) of 2004 became a central law that could ensure the welfare of ill inmates(American Psychological Association,2004). This law was to ensure that resources were put into use. This act aimed to ensure the identification and treatment of inmate’s mental health problems right from the time of arrest through to their release day. This law was an initiative by senator DeWine and representatives Strickland, who provided a long-term solution to an impending problem (American Psychological Association, 2004).
As seen in this paper, the proper disposition for a mentally ill offender is not incarceration but the rather specialized treatment that ensures this prisoner serves their time in prison and that the sole purpose of correction facilities is accomplished. Inmates with mental disorders should be placed in specialized institutions that enable them to become more stable and cope with their sentence terms (Valla’s, 2016).
Conclusion
Inmates are part of society and, as such, should be provided with appropriate treatment to similar extents to every other person. This requires applying ethical treatment disregarding the individual mistake as the cause, and instead of seeming to promote an end to mental health issues among prisoners and inmates.








References
Valla’s, R. (2016). Disabled Behind Bars. Center for American Progress. https://www.americanprogresorg/issues/criminal-justice/reports/2016/07/18/141447/disabled-behind-bars/
American Psychological Association. (2004). Mentally Ill Offender Treatment and Crime Reduction Act become law. American Psychological Association. https://www.apa.org/news/press/releases/2004/11/offender-act.

 




