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Mesopotamia
Qualities of Friendship Exemplified by their Relationship
The quality of Gilgamesh and Enkidu's friendship is complex and mutual. This is because their friendship is based on a very fierce fight that lasted for a while. Enkidu was a god made to teach Gilgamesh lessons on how to treat people in the right way. Their friendship signifies animals, people, and god. Enkidu is also made significant because of Gilgamesh. Enkidu can change Gilgamesh's behavior of mistreating people; he becomes a better god. The friendship continues for a while until Gilgamesh suggests a new adventure for the two friends to undertake. They were to go to the forest and cut the trees (George, 2018). This would not be easy because Humbaba was a god in charge of the forest, and for them to succeed in cutting the trees, they would have to kill Humbaba. This idea made Enkudu disagree but would later agree to the quest, which signified their friendship's significance to support each other.  This gave the two the confidence they needed, and they eventually succeeded in killing Humbaba.
 The friendship also helped them kill the devil sent by Ishtar because she was rejected by Gilgamesh and was the goddess of love and beauty. After this, their friendship became stronger than usual (Ponchia, 2019). Enkidu could no longer take the guilty feeling, he even dreamt of having a terrible illness, and for sure, he got sick and after twelve days died of the illness. The death of Enkidu shook Gilgamesh, who decided to look for a cure for his friend to revive him. In his quest, he encountered a lot of challenges and was not able to succeed in saving his friend. This showed the extent he was willing to go to restore the life of his friend Enkidu.
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