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Importance of Meta-Evaluation for a Program Evaluation
Meta-evaluation involves evaluating an already carried out evaluation, thus streamlining the outcomes and doing away with the likely problems from the study. Meta-evaluation is essential in program evaluation due to its helpful nature of assisting policymakers in making informed decisions. Meta-evaluation combines various quantitative and qualitative findings and therefore gives room for contextualizing quantitative discoveries and analyzing each component of a program and its effectiveness (Vito & Higgins, 2019). 
The program evaluation may have employed initiatives that may appear different in terms of aims and scope. Meta-evaluation plays a significant role in identifying the commonalities that underlie these initiatives and help link the factors to enhance the effectiveness of a program. Through this, the policymakers can refer to the lessons they learn in the initiatives to develop the most workable components of the program (Mertens & Wilson, 2019).
	Through meta-evaluation in the program evaluation, there is pivoting on findings from the program that may lead to similar results from throughout all the initiatives employed. Sometimes there is limited availability; in such cases, the policymakers may bind the meta-evaluation power to identify the gaps or inconsistencies in the evaluation findings to assist the policymakers in shaping the likely future program evaluations more helpful in making decisions (Mertens & Wilson, 2019). 
	In conclusion, meta-evaluation may be a daunting process but can go a long way in helping the policymakers in having a whole picture of different things that work under other circumstances. Through this, the decisions they make are rational and fully informed. 

References
Mertens, D. M., & Wilson, A. T. (2019). Program evaluation theory and practice. Guilford Publications.
Vito, G., & Higgins, G. (2019). Practical program evaluation for criminal justice. Routledge.
