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Ovid’s Metamorphoses 
Take Away from Adonis’s Death 
	Adonis’s death in the Metamorphoses leaves readers with some lessons regarding the whole event. One of these take-aways is on gender roles presented in the poem. Ovid uses Adonis’s adventures that led to his death to challenge gender roles in ancient times. Throughout the poem, Adonis is praised for his beauty as Venus expresses his desires towards the character. This approach is different from different epic poets that portray male character by actions that strengthen the character’s masculinity. As such, the main takeaway from Adonis’s death is the significance of flexible masculinity as the character integrates heroism and vulnerability. 
	Adonis’s death occurred in his course to hunt a beast that he was warned not to pursue. Venus says, ‘Boldness is dangerous. Never rash, my darling, to my risk; never provoke quarry that nature’s armed, lest your renown should cost me dear” (242). However, Adonis proceeds to hunt the beast regardless of the warning. This approach could signify the gender pressure experienced by people during the time and in modern times. Adonis felt the urge to prove his musicality by participating in hunting, and he perhaps believed defeating the beast would make him stronger. As such, this scene enlightens the learner on the negative consequences of gender pressure. 
	Adonis’s death also signifies a new beginning of flexible masculinity, as the author describes his vulnerability when he encounters the beast. Ovid writes, “the savage beast dislodged the bloody point, and charged Adonis as he ran in fear for safety and sunk its tusks deep in his groin” (247-248). This scene portrays Adonis’ vulnerability as his groin is wounded by the beast, and his death follows the injury. Nevertheless, his death does not mean the end of Adonis’s Venus manages to transform his blood into red flowers. Perhaps, this transition informs the reader of transformation to a world that accommodates both masculinity and vulnerability among men. 
	The challenge of gender roles in the Metamorphoses is also presented through a tale describing a woman who took part in races and outran other men. This tale portrays women as more robust, contrary to what is usually portrayed in many epic plays. The same tale also portrays men with characters commonly associated with females in society. Furthermore, when Adonis’s dies, Venus says, “But now your blood shall change into a flower:
Persephone of old was given grace. To change a woman’s form to fragrant mint; and shall I then be grudged the right to change my prince.” This statement shows Adonis’s transformation in s symbol (flower) previously meant for women, thus challenging the reader to be more open-minded regarding gender roles. 
	To sum up, the whole scene regarding Adonis’s death provides the reader with the transition to a new age of shifted gender roles. The reader learns the impact of gender pressure as Adonis dies in his course to hunt a dangerous beast. Finally, Adonis’s death challenges the reader to have an open-minded attitude regarding gender roles as women can succeed in tasks such as hunting. 

Work Cited 
Ovid, Melville, A. D. Metamorphoses. EBSCO Publising, 1998: 241-248. 


