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Your midterm and final exam for this class will each consist of writing two essay questions.  In total, you’ll write about 750-1000 words, double-spaced in answering per exam (about 3-4 pages per exam). For the midterm, the content of your essays should be derived from material in the first eight weeks of the class, and for the final, from the second eight weeks of the class.

Your answers will be graded on the following criteria. 
1. Factual correctness: make sure the facts you used are accurate and precise according the materials in our Blackboard site. DO NOT feel compelled to do outside reading to complete your essays.
2. Thoughtfulness of response: when you are responding subjectively to the questions, there is clearly no right or wrong answer, but the depth and richness of your thought should be evident. AVOID CLICHES – don’t use the word “details” – describe them. Don’t tell me about “creativity” or “originality” or how a thing has “stood the test of time”. None of that is specific, or thoughtful. Cliché’s are the very epitome of not being thoughtful.
3. Proper use of terminology: you should use the terms you’re learning, folding them into your writing when and where they’re appropriate.
4. Writing: your writing should be organized, clear, and grammatically correct.
5. Originality: are you just picking a “really famous” piece? What do you think the odds are that I’ve read several essays on the object you selected, or the comparison you put together?  Does your comparison feel like “low hanging fruit”? The more thoughtful your selections, the better.

Question 1 – 25 points – 250-350 words (about 1 page):
Choose one work from the course thus far that you have come to know, or know better, and elaborate on how. Describe it closely, using any relevant terms. Assess its level of naturalism and explain (presuming it is an image of something), in your own words, how/why the artist landed where s/he did. Put the work into its historical context as you understand it. And write a bit about why you selected this particular object among those we’ve studied.

Question 2 – 50 points – 500-650 words (about 2 pages):
Choose two works that we have studied thus far from two different modules and write a compare/contrast exploration of them. Your pair should not be chosen randomly – you should be works that “speak” to each other through a shared theme, subject, or style. Explain how the two works are similar and how they are different. As with question 1, write a bit about why you selected this comparison among all the things we’ve studied. Your comparison MUST NOT:
1. Include the object from question 1, and
2. It must NOT be two objects I compared in test questions (picking from two different modules should guarantee you avoid this possibility).
3. It must NOT be two objects that are already compared in the essays and videos from class. In short, it should be YOUR ORIGINAL comparison.





To Submit:
· Your answers should be submitted as a single MSWord document. (.doc or .docx). Do NOT create files for the two essays – combine them into a single document.
· Your writing should be DOUBLE SPACED.
· Use the paperclip icon in your email program – do not submit via OneDrive or GoogleDocs.
· Send via email, as with your museum projects.

PLEASE NOTE: ALL of the terms regarding Academic Integrity on the syllabus, and all of the tips/pointers from the “Before You Write” document should be closely regarded!
