Sexual Politics Take-Home Midterm (SP06, Winter 2021) 	Name: _______________________
Instructions: This is a take-home test. You are allowed to consult the reader (e-book) and the videos posted to Omnivox. It is not recommended that you consult other sources. If you do so, you must cite them like so (Wikipedia). 
Answer each question in your own words. You are encouraged to discuss the material with other students, but put away any shared notes before you compose your answers. The class lectures, and discussion with your classmates, can complement your own reading but are not a substitute – you have to engage with the texts yourself! Each question also will ask for your take on the matter. Answers which show personal understanding and independent thought will receive better grades. 
The space provided after each question gives you an idea of how long your answer might be, but you can go over if you want. Delete the blank lines on the test document and type in your own answers. If you answer is much shorter than the space provided, it is probably underdeveloped, unless your writing is very concise. You don’t need introductions or conclusions, or page citations– just explain the ideas as clearly as you can. Send me a MIO if you have a question.
The take-home test is worth 25 percent of your final grade. It should take you about 3 hours to write if you are well-prepared and the course content is all fresh in your mind. If you need to review the material that will add time. The best way to write this midterm test is to write a draft answer to each question over the next two weeks, and then take the time allotted in class on March 3rd to clarify and develop your answers. You’ll be able to ask questions to the teacher then.
You’ll submit your test by uploading it to the Assignments section of LEA/Omnivox. It is due by midnight, March 8th. Unless you’ve been granted an extension by MIO, late submissions will be penalized by 5 points (out of 60) per day late.

1) Antigone (Sophocles) Explain the disagreement between Creon and Antigone over the burial of Polyneices, stating the core argument of each. How does “sexual politics” enter into their dispute? At the end, the Chorus says: “Key to human happiness is to nurture wisdom in your heart / For man to attend to man’s business and let the gods play their part / Above all, to stand in awe of the unalterable law.” Explain this message in your own words. Do you agree or disagree (or a bit of both)? Why?
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

2) The Social Construction of Gender (Lorber) What does Lorber mean when she says that gender is “socially constructed”? What is the purpose of this social construct, for Lorber? What role does human nature plays in this, according to the author? Do you agree or disagree with Lorber (or perhaps a mixture of both)? Why?
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

3) Developmental Influences (Archer & Lloyd) Explain Archer and Lloyd’s “biosocial model”. How does socialization affect gendered development in childen? What impact does biology have? How do these two interact? Based on your own experience, does their argument ring true? Why or why not? 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

4) Growing Up Trans (Rogan) Explain the concepts of gender dysphoria, and of persistence / desistance. What decisions do parents of gender dysphoric children face? What considerations do they have to weigh? What do you think about how gender dysphoria in children should be treated?
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

5) The Sexual Paradox (Pinker) What did second-wave feminism hope to achieve in the world of work? In what ways were these expectations met, and in what ways were they not? What evidence is there that males, as a group, are more extreme than females? What evidence does Pinker give for women’s interests differing from those of men? In your opinion, how should we understand gender equality in terms of the workplace? 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
6) 9 to 5 In this film, what forms of discrimination do the women (Judy, Violet and Doralee) experience in the workplace? What reforms are advanced by the women when they have control of the workplace? What do you think of these reforms? Are they sufficient to eliminate sexism and establish harmony in the workplace?
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________________________
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