Sexual Politics Take-Home Midterm (SP06, Winter 2021) 	Name: _______________________
1) Antigone (Sophocles) Explain the disagreement between Creon and Antigone over the burial of Polyneices, stating the core argument of each. How does “sexual politics” enter into their dispute? At the end, the Chorus says: "Key to human happiness is to nurture wisdom in your heart / For a man to attend to man's business and let the gods play their part / Above all, to stand in awe of the unalterable law." Explain this message in your own words. Do you agree or disagree (or a bit of both)? Why?

The disagreement is brought about by a conflict. The conflict involves Antigone and Creon that concerns the burial of the dead brother of Antigone killed in a war. Antigone argues that the justice interpretation by Creon is not valid. Creon argues that, about bribe given to Sentinel to bury Polyneices.
Sexual politics enters their dispute in that Creon is more concerned for men to take leadership while women remain the subjects and describe women. In this way, the motive is reinforcing gender roles.
The message in the chorus portrays the pride of men and the position of women in society. I agree with this message because seemingly man created law out of pride to substitute divine principle. Besides women appears to have no position in society. In the text, we find Ismene shocked to hear Antigone is going to bury her broth which is considered a crime for all Thebe tribes. This means that women have a limited role to play in their community.
2) The Social Construction of Gender (Lorber) What does Lorber mean when she says that gender is “socially constructed”? What is the purpose of this social construct, for Lorber? What role does human nature play in this, according to the author? Do you agree or disagree with Lorber (or perhaps a mixture of both)? Why?
__________________________________________________________________________________
The Lorber’s statement “gender is socially constructed” means that it is obvious that the moment an individual is assigned gender there is a certain way in which are treated. Besides, there are ways in which such individuals are taught and advised on how to act respectively. ________________________________________________________________
For Lorber the purpose of social construct is to embrace social interactions where people are able to produce not only their identities but also statuses. Besides, social construct is paramount in reproducing a structure as well as constraints of individuals in their social creation. ______________________________________________________________________________
According to the author, human nature very essential. For instance, the author used human nature to create a plot showing the moral lesson of the play. In the play, “Antigone" Sophocles uses humans as characters in displaying a notion of human nature. I agree with Lorber that gender is socially constructed because it is through socialization that gender roles get reinforced.
________________________________________________________________________ 

3) Developmental Influences (Archer & Lloyd) Explain Archer and Lloyd’s “biosocial model”. How does socialization affect gendered development in children? What impact does biology have? How do these two interact? Based on your own experience, does their argument ring true? Why or why not? 
__________________________________________________________________________________
This is a model that shows an interaction between both social and biological factors with some gendered behaviors common to everyone since they hold vital cultural differences.
In children, gendered development is affected by socialization in that there are behaviors and attitudes expected by the society. Boys and girls are socialized differently to conform to their gender role for proper development milestones. __________________________________________________________________________________
_Based on their argument is true because it is through socialization whereby children interact and learn their gender roles. For example, as boys and girls interact you are likely to find girls behaving like their mothers (Babysitting toys) and boys like fathers.
_____________________________________________________________________________

4) Growing Up Trans (Rogan) Explain the concepts of gender dysphoria, and of persistence / desistance. What decisions do parents of gender dysphoric children face? What considerations do they have to weigh? What do you think about how gender dysphoria in children should be treated?
__________________________________________________________________________________
Gender dysphoria concerns a distress or discomfort feeling that mostly occurs among individuals whose assigned sexes are different from their gender identity during birth. This is experienced by transgender at some point in life.
_____________________________________________________________________________
Gender desistance is a concept that describes of identity like transgender or even cessation of gender dysphoria. ______________________________________________________________________________
One decision faced by parents is in determining if their newborn is a boy or a girl. Another decision is on influencing gender development in a situation where gender dysphoria occurs. Last but not least is a decision concerning role modeling as well as encouraging certain behaviors for boys and girls.

Some consideration they need to weigh is beliefs on gender and family setting can strongly influence the development of gender role. They also need to consider the influence of stereotypes on gender roles.
__________________________________________________________________________________
Gender dysphoria among children is something that requires no medical diagnosis. This means that its treatment might not be required. However, parents should embrace family therapy up to the time their children reach puberty stage.

5) The Sexual Paradox (Pinker) What did second-wave feminism hope to achieve in the world of work? In what ways were these expectations met, and in what ways were they not? What evidence is there that males, as a group, are more extreme than females? What evidence does Pinker give for women’s interests differing from those of men? In your opinion, how should we understand gender equality in terms of the workplace? 
__________________________________________________________________________________
second wave feminism hoped to achieve the rights of women to work away from home and expands on their reproductive rights. These expectations were met sensitizing women to gains equal rights. Such rights were right to vote, right to work and right to education. 
_________________________________________________________________________________
Pinker gives evidence that nowhere in the world you would find a man to be standard and females have a goal of meeting the male standard. There is evidence that when normalized to fats-free mass male gender produces high peak power. Greater power is observed among men due to large muscle mass (Jones2016).
________________________________________________________________________________
According to pinker women’s interests differ from those of men in that explains how male infants are just interested in looking at objects while female kids prefer to look at faces. This is an implication that males and females show very early differences in interests which influence carrier choice whereby men go in science careers and women choose carriers where they frequently interact with people (K0ndan 2017). 
__________________________________________________________________________________
I think gender equality in the workplace concerns treating both men and female’s equality in terms of job opportunities and resources used in the workplace including promotions, raises of pay, and involvement of both genders in the process of decision making.


6) 9 to 5 In this film, what forms of discrimination do the women (Judy, Violet, and Doralee) experience in the workplace? What reforms are advanced by the women when they have control of the workplace? What do you think of these reforms? Are they sufficient to eliminate sexism and establish harmony in the workplace?
__________________________________________________________________________________
In the film, 9 to 5 sexual harassment and gender discrimination are forms of discrimination portrayed. All this discrimination shows verbal abuse as well as sexism working place.
_________________________________________________________________________________
Negotiation for pay raises, promotions and involvement in decision-making processes are some of the reforms advanced by women whenever they have control in the workplace. This is because, when they do not have control in the workplace, they experience discrimination like gender discrimination. In other words, they are viewed as inferiors because are females.
______________________________________________________________________________
Women are not sufficient in eliminating sexism in the workplace. Sexism in the workplace can be easily eliminated by implementing gender-neutral recruiting mechanisms. Besides, they need support to get senior roles in the workplace.
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