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Milestone II: Writing Plan
First Question
For my final paper, I plan to focus primarily on Love in the Time of Cholera by Gabriel García Márquez. However, I also plan to use Marguerite Duras’s novel The Lover as a point of comparison. Marquez’s luminous evocation and ironic vision of South America that have distinguished his landmark works continue in this turn of century unique love triangle novel.  
 In Love in the Time of Cholera, the noble price winning author presents us with three protagonists for more than 50 years. Over this period, these three protagonists undergo isolation and interaction with various narration roles in their lives. Marquez, over these five decades, depicts the diverse experiences that women and men undergo throughout their adult lives. The novel is mature both in perspective and scope, depicted a flawless translation of the rich humanistic idea.
[bookmark: _Hlk530916918]I chose Marguerite Duras’s novel The Lover as a point of comparison because of this autobiographical novel explores the anti-typical, scandalous and illicit romance between a teenage French girl and a well-to-do Chinese man twelve years her senior in the French colonial Saigon in the 1920s. Duras describes how the teenager’s resistance to colonial sexual regulations and mores are affirmed and challenged by the colonial society’s racist and racializing dynamics. Specifically, Duras explores various intertwining discourses, from gender, to race to sexuality and orientalism which are all challenged and affirmed by the resistance and both brought forth and constricted by specified forms of subjectivity and desires availed to and taken up the French Indochina’s European women.
Second Question
I intend to focus on Fermina Daza from Love in the Time of Cholera, how the author portrays her as a nontraditional romantic heroine, why this makes her such a compelling character, and how her characterization challenges traditional portrayals of women in fiction. On the other hand, Duras’s representation of the French teenager as a female with inexplicable sexual autonomy – one whose erotic relationships are never dictated by or bound to colonial patriarchy – is realized from the ambivalently structured desires of the girl, by her simultaneous repulsion and attraction to French colony’s racialized males. This is similar to the portrayal of Fermina by Gabriel García Márquez’s Love in the Time of Cholera, being that of a woman who does not play the traditionalist games of romance, though, as the readers get to know her more, they come to realize that this is so because she is never a typecast character. 
Third Question
I have decided to analyze the text using feminist theory. The theory of feminism is an offshoot of feminism into the philosophical, theoretical and fictional discourse. I will use this theory to explore and understand the nature of gender inequality in the story. In this sense, I will examine the social roles of men and women, interests, chores, and feminist politics within the novel.
I will focus on analyzing gender inequality, discrimination, sexual objectification, and patriarchy. I will mainly focus on exploring the character of Fermina in Love in the Time of Cholera by Gabriel García Márquez, a fascinating read for its representation of the role society plays in policing the female mind and body. The aspect of the narrative I was drawn to pertains to the unique challenges that Fermina Daza experiences in trying to maintain her sense of self within a profoundly patriarchal culture.
Fourth Question
Wadood, Bushra. “Love in the Time of Cholera: Employing Sex to Keep the Vow of Eternal Fidelity and Everlasting Love.”  In this paper, the author explores the duality that lies in the patriarchal society regarding the different code of conduct for different people per their gender. They posit that the Love in the Time of Cholera by Marquez is satiate with palpable subalternity and gender duality. In the contexts of the old-fashioned tradition, women are taken as mere commodities or sex objects. The traditionalistic view of emancipation and equalitarianism is them being just words, and women are denied their identity and individuality and cast out as shadows. In the discourse of the binary opposition assigned to men and women, words like discrimination, suffocation, subordination, exploitation, subjugation, marginalization and humiliations emerge in plenty.
Moraña, Mabel. “Modernity and Marginality in Love in the Time of Cholera.” The author explores how Garcia Marquez depicts the anachronistic plot of romantic love and how it takes a point of parody and critiques the fin de siècle modernity enacted to the limit of nineteenth-century ideologies of scientific progress and romanticism.
Baig, Mirza Muhammad Zubair. "Celebrating or Mourning Patriarchal Love: The Case of Curious Courtships in Marquez's Love in the Time of Cholera.” The author investigates if the traditionalist concepts of love presented in the novel love in the Time of Cholera have to be celebrated based on the justifications of Freud or mourned as rebutted by Freidan from the gender perspectives highlighted from the close reading of the text. 
Mudassar, Mirza Muhammad Zubair Baig Dr, Mahmood Ahmad, and Samar Kamal Fazli. “Erotic Bodies: Bildungsroman of Love in Love in the Time of Cholera.” The authors explore how the bildungsroman of love in Marquez makes and personifies the patriarchal construct of ‘love’ in Love in The Time of Cholera in a predominantly assertive, chameleon-like fluid manner from first sight love to fixation, from staring gaze to marriage, from its macho character to aging love, and from widowhood to revival of love in old age.
Aghaei, Mohammad B. “Representation of Social Realities of Latin America in Marquez’s Literary Discourse.” the author explores the keenness of Gabriel Garcia Marquez on presenting people in the various facets of their history. Marquez's literary language acts as an effective means of describing Latin America's critical historical aspects in the face of the legacy of colonialism destroying many essential traces of the area's native culture. Because of this, Marquez then mainly explored cultural and historical issues in his works, including the deplorable lives that the Hispanic led during colonialism and the bloody conflicts between the political parties.
Li, Lin. “Duras and “I”: Characterization of Feminist “I” in Marguerite Duras’s Autobiography: The Lover.” The author explores how marguerite Dias lets the audience appreciate her aesthetic and literary values and representation of feminism in the novel the Lover.
Ruddy, Karen. “The Ambivalence of Colonial Desire in Marguerite Duras’s The Lover.” In this paper, the author analyses the notions of metissage and desire which circulate The Lover.
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