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Modernity
Peter von Sivers, et al. define modernity as the current state of the advancement of society regarding technology, leadership, social, and economic structures. The authors, Peter Von Sivers, Charles A. Desnoyers, and George Stow see modernity as the evolutionary process by which a community is considered to be modern. In other words, modernization is a concept by which a gradual transition from an analog society to digital occurs. Their book “Patterns of World History” presents an encouraging broad-based understanding of continuity, change and innovation in human history. The precise date of modernity's advent is challenging to pinpoint. However, it is thought that Enlightenment occurred sometime in the 15th century. Modernity can be equated under four dimensions: globalization, urbanization, organizational strength, and military capability. The patterns of world history give the meaning of modernity from two perspectives. The book considers modernity under political systems and socio-economic processes. Under the political system, modernity is regarded as achieving a solid government constitution that acknowledges everyday supremacy as the foundation for political power. In the socio-economic processes, modernity is defined as the current improved development in the economy and social structures such as industrial development, the abolition of slave systems, modern research, and social wealth distribution. In general, modernity is a long-term phase that occurs in different parts of the world based on historical experiences over several centuries (Von Sivers et al., 2018).
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Enlightenment refers to the 17th to the 18th-century intellectual revolution that stressed the use of reason to examine generally established doctrines and practices and resulted in numerous humanitarian reforms in Europe. Despite its classical affiliation, the Enlightenment was a modernizing force, eager to review and regenerate culture and society (Outram, 2019). The process of modernity started during the enlightenment period in European countries. The Enlightenment was based on the idea that more significant progress and happiness for humankind could be achieved by expanding understanding, applying to reason, and adhering to science. It is through the dedication and adherence to new ideas and science that resulted in modernization. Modernity started and spread during this period of Enlightenment. Thus, Enlightenment can be said to have provided impetus towards modernity. 
The Imposition of Modernity in Cuba and Japan
Cuba and Japan share several similarities in terms of the imposition of western modernity. Firstly, both Japan and Cuba often found themselves being "built" in a Western direction before being allowed to take political influence about their fates as formal colonies of Western governments. Secondly, both the countries were rebellious to the western powers in their countries. Initially, the countries never wanted anything to do with the western countries. Thirdly, both Japan and Cuba had well-established traditional values and cultures. All the two countries saw the importance of the culture of the west and adopted them into their own countries. The two only chose to adapt to what they believed to be good such as education, government system, trade, and military system.  Thirdly both the countries modeled their constitution using the constitution of the western countries. Japan modeled its constitution from the German constitution, while Cuba modeled its constitution from the U.S constitution.
Despite the similarities, Japan and Cuba also have several differences in the western imposition of modernity. The two countries used different constitutions from different countries to model their form; Cuba adopted the U.S constitution (Jales et al., 2018) while Japan used the German form to model their own (Martin, 2016). Japan was not colonized by the western powers but was a colonizer, while Cuba was initially colonized by Spain and later by the United States. Thus, Cuba’s modernity can be attributed to its colonization by the United States while Japan’s journey to modernity was self-driven.
Since the enlightenment period to date, a variety of changes have occurred in these two regions. In both Cuba and Japan, modernity has been marked by the adoption of the western form of education; both countries have accepted the teaching of the west system and are using it. Secondly, both countries have abolished slavery which used to take place in the countries before modernization. Thirdly, technology and industrialization have advanced in both countries due to the western imposition of modernity. Government systems have evolved to a modern method of governance in both countries.
In conclusion, modernity originated from the European countries during the 17th and 18th centuries. The act of being modern is known as modernity. The Enlightenment took place in Europe and marked the beginning of modernization. Modernization spread throughout the world, majorly through trade and colonialization. Ever since the Enlightenment, different countries adopted the western culture and have far made a significant change in leadership and socio-economic activities. Modernity has four features, globalization, urbanization, political strength, and military power. 
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