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Module 8
1. Are democratic classrooms possible? 
Yes.
Schools with democratic classrooms provide foundations for learners to participate actively in the country’s democratic way of life. This can therefore be achieved through restructuring of the curriculum to fit with the democratic real-life experiences. Teachers and educators play the most vital role in exploring the pedagogies that result in the school curriculum's social-justice orientations. 
Besides, teaching teachers how to establish democratic participation in their classrooms can provide the possibilities of having democratic classrooms. Teachers spend more time with children than parents; therefore, having democratic middle-grade teachers convey the message of fairness and justice to young lives. 
Module 9
1. According to the texts, how and why did the federal government’s role in education change after World War II? 
Before the Second World War, the federal government played very little in the education sector. After the Great Depression and World War II, President Lyndon Johnson included education policy under his vision for a Great America with federal governments' help. The Elementary and Secondary Education Act, signed by P. Lyndon, doubled the federal government's rate of involvement in education by doubling the amount of expenditure for education within the local councils (Rury, 2020). 
The federal governments had intentions of bridging the gap in education between the children in poverty and those from well-off families. Through the distribution of funding to districts with low-income families, local governments promoted free education for all, and therefore level of education for Americans increased drastically. 
2. What do you think is the proper role of government in education and schooling? 
Each activity within the federal boundaries operates under the central government's control, and education is not excluded. The government plays several roles in controlling the education system. According to Friedman (1955), the government's main role is to ensure every citizen gets access to education. The government is responsible for funding and administering the entire education system for both profit and non-profit institutions. 
Also, the primary role of the government, according to Friedman, is to preserve the rules of education through enforcing contracts, preventing coercion and ensuring the system is free and fair. The government ensures the education system is free from a monopoly (or other similar competitions in the market), eliminating neighbourhood effects, and removing ambiguities through voluntary exchanges. 
3. According to the texts, how has technological advancement connected to education? What are the pros and cons of technological change? 
According to the article, Postman points out that for every advantage technology has, there is an equal disadvantage accompanying it. Technology has brought wonders in the health sector with cures to diseases, correction of disabilities and disease diagnosis. Contrary to this, technology has dramatically impacted religious beliefs and reduced them to a fanciful superstition. 
Also, as technology benefits one, it harms another. For instance, television sets have achieved a great place in families, but they can replace all teachers. In simple terms, humans are losers in the world of computers. Funny, they are made by humans. 

Module 10
1. What’s the difference between “opportunity gaps” and “achievement gaps”? 
Opportunity Gap refers to the inputs such as the inequitable resource distributions of resources. The ways in which different races, ethnicities, and socio-economic status provide the opportunity gaps. Different students from different backgrounds with different abilities have different opportunities for educational resources. For instance, the disparities in race, family economic status, proficiency in the language and wealth contribute to lower or higher educational aspirations. 
On the other hand, the achievement Gap refers to the disparities between different groups of students in terms of academic performance. The differences show in test outputs, grades, selection of courses, rate of school dropouts, and college completion rates. 
2. Can schools close opportunity and/or achievement gaps between students from different ethnic and racial backgrounds?
No.
According to Schmidt, Cogan and McKnight, American schools are far from equalizing opportunities and achievements. There are considerable variabilities in the coverage of content and high variations in mathematics courses offered to students in high school. Besides, the government controls the curriculum standards and the number of textbooks and reading materials going to different schools in the country. 
Furthermore, many schools in the US track learners to believe that they can optimize the student's achievements. The student curriculums' differences facilitate the different teaching styles and learning as low-level students are confined within the curriculum. Finally, students in various districts select other mathematics courses, and hence they end up in different community-level colleges. 
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