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This research seeks to ascertain what sort of interventions could be established to lower the rate of maternal mortality among women of color.

According to studies by the CDC Cardiomyopathy, thrombotic pulmonary embolism, and hypertensive disorders of pregnancy contributed more to pregnancy-related deaths among black women than among white women.

Please answer the following as honestly as possible. Your name and personal information will not be associated in any way with your answers to these questions to preserve confidentiality.


1) Have you been present at what you believe was a preventable death of a mother of color? And if so, what could have prevented that death in your opinion?

2) Do you believe the hospital or staff were negligent in their care?

3) Do you believe more could have been done to assure maternal health BEFORE the delivery date and if so what?

4) Did any of the mothers of color you witnessed die of the above named complications:
Cardiomyopathy, pulmonary embolism or hypertension?

5) In your opinion does racism or prejudice play a part in maternal health outcomes for women of color? If so, how?

6) In your opinion does poverty play a part in maternal health outcomes for women of color? If so, how?

7) Given all the funding in the world, what measures would you implement to ensure the maternal health of women of color?

8) Given the known risks for women of color for the above listed diseases/conditions (cardiomyopathy, pulmonary embolism or hypertension) were preventative measures taken in anticipation of any of these complications? If so, explain . If not, explain why not in your opinion.

9) In your opinion and according to your experience, what are measures could women of color or their advocates take to ensure maternal health?

10) What are the measures implemented within the hospital/staff to ensure maternal health before delivery to reduce the risk of maternal death in women of color?

11) In your experience, are the health concerns of women of color taken seriously by hospitals/staff?

12) In your opinion, is there more that can be done to validate the concerns of a pregnant woman of color in order to help prevent maternal death?

13)  If there was one thing that a doctor/nurse could do single-handedly to prevent maternal death in women of color regardless of medical diagnosis, what would it be? Why?

14)  Do you believe that the more experience in birth/delivery or higher educational background of a doctor/nurse could help in prevent maternal death in women of color?

