Appendix A
 
SUNY Empire State College
INFORMED CONSENT
 
DESCRIPTION OF THE RESEARCH: 
 
You are invited to participate in a research study about the Maternal Advocacy project and combating maternal mortality. This study is being conducted to understand the prevalence of maternal mortality in women of color, how and why it happens, and how we can begin to resolve issues related to its occurrence. 
 
The purpose of this study is to gain a better understanding of the risks of childbirth in women of color and what we can do to lower these risks. The purpose is to seek tools in recognizing warning signs and developing methods of prevention against risks and warning signs. If you decide to participate in this study, you may be asked to participate in a taped interview where you will be questioned about your opinions related to this project. You will be assigned a pseudonym unless you specifically request to be identified in the study.
 
 Your participation in this study is entirely anonymous.  Identifying information will be known only to the researcher and all tapes will be destroyed after transcription.  
 
The research will be conducted by Monaisha B. Williams from SUNY Empire State College. Contact information for Monaisha B. Williams is as follows:
Email: monaisha_williams360@esc.edu
Phone: (917) 856-4530
Address: 325 Hudson Street, New York, NY 10013
 
Participation in this study is completely voluntary, and you are free to choose not to participate, to choose not to respond to individual items, or to discontinue participation at any time without penalty.
 
RISKS AND BENEFITS: The potential risk associated with this study is minimal as you will not be asked to discuss personal, informed opinions and address medical issues. To protect your identity, you will not be required to include your name or any information that may be directly linked to your identity.  Demographic information will be kept confidential unless you request to be identified. Your responses will be compiled with those of other participants and presented anonymously.
Potential benefits of this study include learning routines/methods for healthy pregnancies and effective prevention of mortality risks in childbirth. 
 
PAYMENTS: There will be a $25 Amazon gift card offered for participating in this study.
DATA STORAGE TO PROTECT CONFIDENTIALITY: All data collected during interviews will be held in a secure database, to which only the researcher will have access.  All stored electronic data such as transcriptions of interviews will be encrypted to further ensure confidentiality. 
TIME INVOLVEMENT: Your participation will take approximately an hour or longer if you like.
HOW WILL RESULTS BE USED: The results of this study may be published and/or presented at various professional conferences in order to share the information.
HUMAN RIGHTS STATEMENT: If you have any questions concerning your rights as a subject, contact Brian Goodale, Compliance Office, Empire State College, One Union Avenue, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866-4391; 518-587-2100 ext 2580
 
Completing this survey serves as your consent to participate in this study and indicates that you have read and understand this consent form. At any time after you begin, you may discontinue participation. Thank you for considering this study.
 
	I agree to participate in this study about the Maternal Advocacy project and assessing occurrences of maternal mortality in women of color. I understand I may discontinue my participation any time without penalty, and that my answers are confidential.

	


 
	
	
	I agree.


 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

