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Monkey: Folk Novel of China by Wu Ch'êng-ên
Q2. The real meaning of life is seen through struggles, extreme suffering, lifetime pursuit of learning and endurance. The concepts of intense suffering and struggles are explicitly depicted in the journey to the west by Wu Ch'êng-ên. The monkey illustrates the pains that Xuang Zang, a seventh-century monk underwent in his journey from China to India in search of Buddhist scripts. His mission was driven by the reactions of the emperor of Tang who stopped his mass for the departed souls to go and seek the Buddhist texts. His life of suffering is being manifested while conducting the ceremony, whereby Bodhisattva Kuan-yin showed herself walking bare-footed, covered with soles and wearing rags (Wu, Cheng'en, 38). Ideally, she was challenging the small vehicle and wanted to consider Mahayana the great vehicle where he was given the name “Tripitika," a companion of monkey king, Pigsy and sandy Wu, Cheng'en, 18). On his way, monkey meets with Pripitika where they had a long journey of struggles and perseverance. Tripitaka would dismiss Monkey saying “he managed to get away after beating to death the three persons” (Wu, Cheng'en, 20). The Monkey as well encounters several trials with the world beast, demons, and monsters, but they were able to defeat them through supernatural help. Another trick by Tripitaka is when he tells monkey, “anyone who wears this Cap can recite the scriptures without learning," and Monkey wears them and falls on the ground in pain (Wu, Cheng'en, 135).
 Throughout his journey, Monkey is forever learning. He is determining the real meaning of real, and the challenges we encounter in an attempt to reach our goals. Trough the learning, he returned to the emporerer with the scripts. However through endurance and being goal oriented nothing that can stop us from attaining our goals. The journey to the west teaches us what we expect in the life and the kind of people will meet, but if we remain focused like a monkey will reach our goals.
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