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Monotheism
Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]Monotheism in the religious circle means the belief in the existence of one god. This is a form of religion or religious practice that seeks to acknowledge the existence of only one God who is responsible for the creation of the whole world. This god is believed to be powerful and normally intervenes in the world in various situations. It is a religion that has been practiced by different societies around the globe who believe in only one supernatural being for the existence of the world and other wonders witnessed. Monotheistic religion is different from the polytheistic religion in which the people who subscribe to it believe in the existence of multiple gods. They tend to argue that the creation of the world and the existence of all natural resources cannot be the work of one individual but a combination of efforts of several gods. This is mainly the departure point between the two forms of religion
Monotheism and why it is Considered Unusual
Monotheism religion is believed to have emerged from Egypt way back in the 14 century. This is because the king at that time is believed to have worshipped Ataen, who was known to be the sun disk god. The worshipping of only Ataen as a powerful god signified the beginning of the monotheistic religion in the world. The practice of monotheism later developed and spread across different locations giving birth to Judaism, Christianity and Islam religion. All these religions believe in the existence of one supernatural being that they claim is responsible for the creation of the world. In all of the monotheistic religions, Judaism is considered to be the oldest form of monotheistic religion. This is because of their belief of the first covenant that was made by God with Abraham promising him of being a father of a great nation if he followed his instructions (Ted-Ed: Five Major World Religions, 2:26-2:38). Therefore Judaism is considered mostly to be a pure form of monotheistic religion as opposed to Christianity in which some of the Jews do not view it as a full monotheistic religion.
Monotheism has a lot of significance when it comes to the different societies that practice it. This is because it has helped shape the manner in which the people think and view the happenings of the world. Monotheism form a solid background for these religions as all the fundamental concepts of the religion are derived from it (Ted-Ed: Five Major World Religions, 0:33-38). In the Arabic world for example, monotheism is normally referred to as Tawheed which is meant to refer to the uniqueness and supremacy of God. The people believe that God is unique in his own way and also reigns supreme over the world. Monotheism is drawn from various aspects attributed to God such as simplicity, perfection, sovereignty, causality and omnipotence. The belief that God is omnipotence makes it impossible for there to be two or more gods as claimed by those who believe in polytheism. The perfectionism of some of the universe creations also promotes the idea of one individual working on them as opposed to different people with different minds.
Monotheism has always been deemed as an unusual form of religion in the ancient world due to the emergence of various theories purporting to explain the creation and wonders of the world. Most of the great scholars who undertook numerous research could not see the sense in the claim of the existence of one god. They argued that it was practically impossible for a single person to have the mind and energy of putting in place the world creation. They saw this as a great task that needed to be undertaken by various people or through nature's own formations. Monotheism was also considered an unusual view because they believed in the supernatural being that could not be traced. Most of these people believe in something that they cannot fully ascertain as opposed to the polytheism religion which advocated for many gods with some proof of existence. Polytheism religions such as Hinduism believe in the existence of many gods which are normally captured in form of statues (Ted Ed: Five Major World Religions, 2:01-08). They believe that they are several gods who are responsible for several things in society. These include the gods of the universe, the preserver, the destroyer and the god of learning. The different gods perform different functions unlike that of monotheism in which all the responsibilities have been left to only one god.
Monotheism was also deemed unusual due to the fact that most people believed in the existence of many things. The religion appeared at a time when there were many polytheistic religions and factors. Most of the ancient people were dealing with different situations and thus sought help from different gods that they had. The Hindus, for example, prayed to the various gods for things such as good health, preservation of life among others (Ted-Ed: Five Major World Religions, 1:56-2:01). The people were therefore used to these and thus the proclamation of the existence of one god is something that puzzled them a lot. This was also manifested in neighboring people who shared some of the gods. The determination of a set of people to start believing in monotheism created conflicts and thus the religion was viewed with high contempt.
Conclusion
Monotheism religion has been practiced over the years by different communities although it came after the onset of the polytheism religion. It has faced numerous challenges of being accepted by most people due to the lack of proof of the supernatural being. Most of the societies favored polytheism as they would get the chance to go before the god and worship it. This is in contrast to that of monotheism. Although the religion was widely viewed as unusual by the ancient people, it has spread over the years and come to be appreciated by most societies. This has seen the growth of Judaism, Islamism and Christianity. Most of the people are beginning to appreciate more the uniqueness of the world which can only come from a single supernatural being.
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