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Question 1: The Portrayal of God in the Two Creation Accounts and Flood Story of Genesis is very different from the ways the gods are discussed in the Enuma Elish, the Flood Account of the Gilgamesh Epic, or the Theogony
Throughout history, and since the creation of human beings, as indicated in the Bible, there have always been questions regarding creation. The question is, how did we humans come to be? Where did we originate from? This question has been debated across various ideologies and religions. Numerous views have been provided, but none has been agreed upon by proponents from either side. This paper will analyze the views of creation in Genesis and the accounts provided by Enuma Elish. 
According to the Old Testament, there was nothingness before the creation of the world and everything that is in it. Before creation, the earth was formless and void. Therefore, God created everything in the world including light, darkness, sky, seas, animals, and most importantly, human beings. According to the Bible, God is greater than life (Genesis 1, King James Version). The Bible portrays God as distant and detached. However, he created the earth and the heavens. The Bible goes on further to indicate that God is human-like and that it is from him that Adam originated (Joniversity, 2010). The Bible does not provide a concrete explanation of why God created the world, but there is an explanation of why Eve was created. God said, "it is not good to be alone; I will make a helper fit for him” (Genesis 2:18, King James Version). God went ahead to create Eve from Adam’s ribs, to fulfill his needs. 
However, an odd thing in the Old Testament, is that there are different creation stories. The well-known one is accounted for in Genesis 1 (King James Version). For example, it is taught in Sunday schools. In these teachings, God is greater than life and created heaven and earth from nothing, in six days (Joniversity, 2010). He then rested on the seventh day. The story is different in Genesis 2. While Genesis 1 portrays God as a supernatural being, who executes a master plan within a perfect timeline, Genesis 2 portrays him as a common being, who creates life through trial and error (King James Version). Isaiah and Psalms provide more versions about creation. For example, they reference Rahab, a mythical sea monster. It is based on such versions that the story of creation can be compared to the accounts provided by Enuma Elish. 
In the account of creation provided by Enuma Elish, there is a portrayal of Tiamat as a sea monster. Tiamat is killed by Marduk. Therefore, it is important to analyze how the world came to be, from the perspective of Enuma Elish. One thing that comes to mind in reading the story of Tiamat's death, is the account of Kronos and his sons, as indicated in Greek mythology (Morford, Lenardon, & Sham, 2014). A reoccurring theme in this story is how a god is removed from the throne and killed by his descendants. The story by Elish portrays the presence of Apsu and Tiamat. They all represent a body of water. In the story, a part of the population assumes that Tiamat represents an actual body of water, just like Apsu (Morford, Lenardon, & Sham, 2014). Another part of the population sees her manifestations as a representation of a sea monster in the waters. This story does not describe the world, like in the case of the accounts of creation in Genesis. Instead, Apsu and Tiamat have gods that are born to them, and who represent the beginning of the universe (Saoirse, 2010). 
The presence of children in the universe angers Apsu, and he wishes for quiet and peace, just the way the world was before creation. This pushes him to want to kill his children, but Tiamat does not support it (Daily Motion, 2015). When the children hear of Apsu’s plans, they make up a plan to dethrone and kill him eventually. They kill him and his advisor while they are asleep. Ea, one of the sons, goes ahead to give birth to a son named Marduk, who ends up killing Tiamat (Daily Motion, 2015). After killing Tiamat, Marduk receives praises from other gods and goes ahead to separate Tiamat's body, into the floor and ceiling of the universe. Therefore, the perspective of creation from Enuma Elish is very different from the one that is provided in Genesis. 
Based on the accounts of creation provided in the Bible and by Enuma Elish, there is a need to look more into the books of Isiah and Psalms, and specifically, when the killing of a sea monster is mentioned. It might be possible that the authors of these books might have come into contact with the story of Enuma Elish. However, it might be possible that the mentioning of the sea monster was just a metaphor or an obstacle that was encountered by God’s creation. There are very limited similarities between the two accounts. On the other side, there are major differences. For example, the process of creation is well-planned in the Bible. Each creation had its day set aside. On the other hand, the process of creation from the account of Enuma Elish results from chaos. The account of Enuma Elish does not provide the days on which specific creations were undertaken, unlike in the Bible. Therefore, these two accounts are different. 
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