Running head: CHILD DEVELOPMENT		 1
CHILD DEVELOPMENT                                                                                                               2

[bookmark: _GoBack]


Child Development and Behavioral Challenges
Name:
Professor:
Course Title:
Institution:
Date:


Scenario 1
Circle time is an important time not only for learning but also for building various child traits. 3-year-old Juan has trouble sitting at circle time (Rahn, 2019).  If he sits near you, he talks out constantly and pulls on whatever is in your hand.  If he sits across the circle from you, he pushes the other children and tries to sit on their space or rolls out into the middle of the circle.
The best teaching strategies include making clear rules before the session begins. However, since Juan, is destructive to other children, it is important to discuss his behavior with him and let him choose the rules and consequences for non-adherence as discussed in Montessori's theory. Afterward, the teacher should assist him to help a child they have pushed out of the circle as per Gardner's theory. 
Children have innate skills and learn best by using their sense and pursuing their interests while they require constant guidance in their activities. Therefore while Juan should be let free, he needs some guidance to correct his behavior.
However, it is inappropriate for a teacher to put the child on time out until the teacher feels they should return to the group.  Although this may reduce the destruction, Mild Parten's theory suggests that the teacher should assist the child to learn to play with others and get familiar with being around different playmates.
 	To avoid the behavioral issue in the future, the teacher should involve the children in making the circle times rules, set some behavioral change goals with the child and discuss with the entire class on the dangers of destructive behavior amongst themselves. This strategy builds positive self-esteem since the children feel inclusivity in decision making and are get to view the consequences of their actions empathetically. Having enough materials for the children and set up ways for children to self-regulate will create a better environment.
 	Five strategies that would be best applicable in class include making clear rules, discussing with the children the effects of their behavior on others, having the children apologize to each other, involving them in making rules, and having a self-regulating environment. These strategies instill a sense of responsibility and understanding among the children. Having a confined environment encourages restlessness, the children may end up feeling overstimulated hence the need for space during circle time. Juan could be suffering from mild Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) or lacks an attentive caregiver at home.
Scenario 2 
Sara put down The Hungry Caterpillar book for a minute when she came back Anne was reading it. They are now pulling on the book and getting angry. The best strategy is to take action before the situation gets out of control and have the children apologize to each other. The teacher should teach conflict resolution as stated in Dewey's theories.
Whereas rules are important for scenario 1, teaching the skill of conflict resolution is more important for the child as it promotes holistic growth and enables the child to be socially fit. It is inappropriate to let natural or logical consequences take the course. Children are hardly knowledgeable enough of their proximal environment which is important for their nurturing as per Uri Bronfenbrenner's theory which makes it unwise to use this approach. To prevent such behavior in the future the teacher should encourage dramatic play. Best strategies when teaching toddlers include creating simple, clear rules, the use positive statements with the children, telling the children what is expected of them instead of what they are not expected of them, giving clear, simple choices, and encouraging children to apologize to each other.
These strategies instill discipline which makes a child feel accomplished when adhering to the simple rules and being at peace with the others (Owen, 2020). For toddlers lots of noise is destructive, low lighting encourages dullness, bright colors and soft materials attract the attention of the toddlers. Children, take time adapting to different situations. It could be the case that both Sarah and Ann are the only children in their families hence aren't oriented to sharing their items.
Scenario 3 
Billy (18 months) is very, very active. He often runs in the room and sometimes knocks over other children or things. First, the teacher should understand that each child is unique as guided by Gessell's theory. It is more appropriate to practice correct behaviors, take action before the situation gets out of control as per Vygotsky's theory. Also, it is good to take time to listen to Billy as described in Piaget's theory (Lorina, 2018).
Although children should be allowed to use their skills like in Scenario 1, teaching them to behave appropriately and adult intervention is more important especially at the toddler stage. It is inappropriate for the teacher to place the child in time out until he changes his behavior or until you say it is over. While these could be a way to instill restraint, Billy who is a toddler may feel excluded and start being withdrawn which is dangerous for his active personality.
The following are useful strategies when dealing with toddlers. Create a checklist or other assessment to identify when and why a behavior is occurring, use bribe when necessary, use stickers and reward charts, be an active listener, show respect by moving to the child, squat or kneel at eye level and use humor but not laughing at the child. Billy's behavior is attributable to his hyperactive personality.
The parents of these children can seek assistance from the following resource centers: CHADD and advocacy organization that provides education, advocacy, and support for individuals with ADHD and includes current research advances, medications, and treatments.4221 Forbes Blvd, Suite 270 Lanham, MD 20706,Tel: 301-306-7070,Fax: 301-306-7090.
 The Behavior doctor is focused on providing links to resources for parents and professionals concerning children and youth with behavior challenges. This site, sponsored by the state of Kentucky, covers social skills training, response to intervention (RTI), bullying, and seclusion and restraint. http://www.state.ky.us/agencies/behave/homepage.html
Children's Mental Health Ontario helps parents in their journey of raising their kids well, providing them with daily support for challenging behaviors and resources on better parenting. Physical address: 2305-180 Dundas Street West Toronto, Ontario, Canada M5G 1Z8, phone: (416) 921-2109, Email:info@cmho.org
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