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Lessons on Positivity and Hope
My teacher in the seventh grade was always looking for a way to inspire us. Mrs. Reeves introduced us to the class by giving us a story about her husband who is a survivor of brain cancer. As we sat back and listened to her, the story got more emotional as she explained her challenges through treatment and the recovery process. However, she radiated hope in every bit of her story as she highlighted various positives she got from her experience. She explained that she took inspiration from her situation and experiences through the treatment and recovery process to start helping people with similar conditions. Her attitude and strength as she went through difficult times taught me an important lesson on the importance of love, hope as well as staying positive. 
Although Mrs. Reeves always gave us more stories in class to lighten us, none of those stories did I ever find as inspiring as the one she gave in the first class. She explained her condition as a battle she had to tackle in her journey to helping others who faced similar challenges due to cancer. She never seemed frustrated or saddened by the disease and the challenges it had brought to her life. She always showed determination and hope of finding a cure for the disease. She also saw it as an opportunity to become better and put more effort into impacting others. She decided to start her own organization named ‘Stronger’ which she used to support others in challenging situations. 
From a young age, my parents had advised me to always be responsible with finances and learn to save for the future. The story inspired me to do something useful with the money I had managed to save from my weekly allowances. I had managed to save up to $320 dollars which felt that I should use to buy something valuable for the sacrifice and effort I had used to save the amount. On the last day of the school year, I had a gift for Mrs. Reeves. I put the money in an envelope and wrapped it as a gift before presenting it to her. I explained to her that her story had inspired me to do more and hence I decided to give the money to her Stronger Foundation. She showed immense gratitude and even broke into tears. She explained that a little effort can have such a great impact and even change the lives of others in need. 
At first, I could not understand her overwhelming gratitude for the small amount I had given to her organization. She was happy that her story had inspired me to take such actions which would help others in unfortunate conditions as her husband once was. The next year, her foundation organized a fundraiser and I was invited. Hope and giving were the main themes of the event. The fundraiser was not short of inspiring stories about surviving cancer. One of the intriguing stories was about a young girl who had survived cancer by the age of 15. Although Mrs. Reeves had shared this story with others in the class, it was inspiring as ever as she showed hope and determination despite her cancer being so strong. She faced the challenge with great positivity and always showed happiness. This hope greatly motivated the Stronger Foundation to continue impacting the lives of others. 
The time for giving donations finally came. Mrs. Reeves called me to the stage and told the people about the generous donation I had given to her by the end of the year. She talked about the importance of generous donations and how inspired she was from receiving my donation. She asked, “how many would be inspired by the story of a 7th grader and give more?” As people started increasing their donation numbers, I realized how much my savings had impacted the whole event. 
My encounter with Mrs. Reeves remained an inspiration for me even after leaving her class. I ensured that I participated in most of the fundraisers organized by her foundation. I never felt any difficulty in giving because of the great life lessons these events taught me. I learned the importance of always being positive and having hope despite the situation. Encouraging others to be hopeful and determined can change their perspective about their condition and make them more optimistic for the future. I also learned the importance of self-love and love for others in influencing a real change in life. I decided to usually volunteer to such activities as a way of meeting new people and learning from the stories of others. 
