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Neandertals Origin: Biological Characteristics
Neandertals were recognized as a species that was significantly similar to modern humans. The Neandertals developed evolutionary adaptations to cold and dry environments as they moved away from Africa. They were shorter and had more stocky bodies than modern humans. The average height of the average male was about 5 feet 5 inches (165 cm) while the average female was about 5 feet 1 inch (155 cm) (Stringer & Gamble, 19). The Neandertals had thick and high-density leg bones that indicated an extensive amount of running and walking, highlighting their effectiveness at full bipedal movement. Their average brain size was 1500 cubic centimeters, making it larger than the average modern human brain. The back of Neandertal skull had an occipital bun and a suprainiac fossa that helped the species develop strong neck muscles. Their skulls were distinctively long and low with rounded brain cases. Neandertals had a thick brow ridge under a flat forehead, a facial feature that is still witnessed in several modern humans. Their noses projected forward and were quite wide. Their eye sockets were generally broader and more rounded than modern humans while their jaws were similarly larger and stronger. The Neandertals had forelimbs and hindlimbs that were shorter in proportion compared to modern humans. Their pelvic regions were wider than modern humans and this impacted their posture as they could not stand fully upright as modern humans do. 
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