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California Political News Memo
The selected article is from The Mercury News, which is a daily newspaper published in California. The news article is about the expected visit of President Trump to Northern California for wildfire briefing on Monday. The article has been written by Leonardo Castaneda and was published by the Bay Area news group. President Donald Trump is expected to visit California on Monday for a briefing with emergency response officials about the local wildfires that have caused 19 deaths, destroyed more than 4000 structures in California, and burned 3.2 million acres of land. It is unclear whether Governor Gavin Newsome will be involved in the president’s visit, which comes after criticism that the president failed to mention the western wildfires for more than three weeks. According to FOX 11, the white house deputy press secretary confirmed that since mid-august, president trump and governor Gavin have spoken on the phone about the issue in question. Moreover, FEMA and the white house have been in constant communication with state and local officials throughout the response to natural disasters.
Governor Newsom has mostly avoided direct criticism on the president despite their disagreements on issues such as climate change. Instead, Newsom has attempted to sell his working relationship with president trump, stating that the president has always responded quickly to his phone calls. Their private working relationship has been an effective one. As was reported by FOX 11, the federal government approved ten fire management assistance grants for California, and this helps cover up to 75 percent of the total cost of managing wildfires. Moreover, the presidential major disaster declaration in California that was issued by the white house in August helps make funds available for individuals and the public affected by wildfires. It is clear that the president is committed and continues to support those who are battling raging wildfires such as the state of California. The support comes in the form of a locally-executed, state-managed, and federally supported emergency response to the disaster.
President Trump has made some misleading statements on California wildfires, according to experts, and his visit will help to reinforce his commitment to the effort made by governor Gavin Newsom. The visit will also work to strengthen the relationship between the president and the governor, especially concerning issues they disagree on, such as climate change and forest management. The democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden has sent his thoughts to those affected by the wildfires and used the opportunity to criticize the approach Trump uses to the climate crisis. It is for this and other reasons that the president’s visit to northern California holds a lot of weight not only in relation to the disaster but also to the incoming elections in November.
Federal agencies such as the interior department and the forest service own and manage up to 57% of California’s forests; hence even if the wildfire was a result of the poor forest management, the federal government has an obligation to deal with the issue. The president's visit shows that there is a commitment from both the federal and state governments in dealing with this climate issue. The president is also expected to visit other states such as Nevada and Arizona. It shows the president’s need to offer empathy in the face of natural disasters and his support for leaders even from the democratic side of the political scene in the handling of a crisis. It is important that both local and federal governments come together during a crisis and focus on helping individuals as well as the public deal with disasters.
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