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Ngozi Okonjo Iweala is an international development expert with a Nigerian-American background. She was born on 13th June 1954 in Ogwashi Okwu, Delta State in Nigeria. She undertook her bachelor's (BA) education at Harvard University and did a master's (MA) and Doctorate (Ph.D.) at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Okonkwo-Iweala is married to Ikemba Iweala, and together they have four children. She is currently the seventh Director-General of the World Trade Organization and assumed office on 1st March 2021. She has also worked as the Minister for Finance of Nigeria, Nigerian Coordinating Minister for the Economy, and the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Nigeria. 
Okonjo Iweala is a charismatic leader who has the willingness to set clear expectations. Throughout her life and career, she has shown leadership styles that embrace traditional approaches. While giving a speech at the World Trade Organization, she pointed out the Director-General leads his people from behind, working with people to achieve results. She has continuously earned the trust and sustained it by being proactive, balanced, fair, professional, and objective with her colleagues. According to Okonjo, “transformations are best driven by people who prefer to lead from behind.” Accepting fundamental inevitability enables leaders to influence others without authority (Rogerson, 2021). Another character trait that has put her on top is her understanding of herself and others. Okonjo Iweala possesses a critical asset that makes her able to say No. she is highly influential and cannot be underpinned by those in authority over and above her. This consummate skill has enabled Okonjo to rise the career ladder gradually. According to an article on the Institute of leadership and management (2021), Okonjo owns many valuable traits that she intends to use in leading the WTO from behind and take it to greater levels of international standards. At a young age, she was able to fight all obstacles to ensure her sister receives treatment for Malaria (Smith, 2012). An article in the Guardian magazine by (Smith 2012) describes Okonjo Iweala as a workaholic. She likes to read autobiographies and swim during her spare time. Through reading, she perfected her English in addition to attending some of the best schools in Nigeria. Her fighting spirit enables her to go for further studies in the US, where she began her arts degree at Harvard. 
Despite being focused on her career, Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala is a known African writer with several books on fighting corruption, reforms, and women and leadership, to mention but a few. In brief, she has fought her way up her career ladder through her undoubted leadership skills and tactics. Such character traits have made her one of the people to look up to in Nigeria. Many women in the country are still struggling and under male dominance, but with the fights she has put, the fight against gender inequity has started gaining roots towards elimination. 
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